
Welcome to Sociology A Level at St Dominic’s! 
 

A-Level Sociology Transition Work Summer 2026 

 

This booklet is your preparation work for your first year of Sociology A level. 
Hopefully it will give you a taster of some the content and skills you will need to 
apply next year. Please bring it to your first sociology lesson and be prepared to 
discuss your findings with your class and teacher. You will also be tested on some 
of the information. 
 

Sociology A Level 
 

Sociology requires students to use social research to examine trends and patterns between different social 
groups. For example, we want to uncover why more people are choosing to not have children today, why your 
parent’s income is still a good predictor of your educational achievement and why there are disproportionate 
numbers of people from ethnic minorities in our prisons. It requires students to look at these patterns from a 
wide variety of perspectives and so our students need to be open minded, inquisitive, and critical. It is a 
subject that is constantly evolving as society changes and so it is crucial that you keep up with the news and 
current affairs to show accurate knowledge of the world around you. 
 

We study the AQA specification, and study the following topics: 
 

Year 1 Year 2 

Families and Households Crime and Deviance 

Education Media 

Theory and Methods  

 

 

These are divided into three papers, which are each 2-hour exams and make up 100% of your final grades. 
 

You can find the specification here: https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/a-level/sociology-
7192/specification/specification-at-a-glance 

 

Task 1: Research 

 

As stated above, sociology is constantly evolving as the society around us changes. Therefore, it is important 
that you are keeping up with the news and current affairs. Your task is to find news stories, articles, or 
documentaries that link to and are relevant to the main topics for the course. For example, you might research 
the government’s latest policy on free childcare for the family topic, or for crime and deviance you might 
research why our prisons are currently overcrowded.  
 

Pick 2 of the main topics from the list below to research: 
1. Education 

2. Families and Households 

3. Media 

4. Crime and deviance 

 

Here are a few suggestions of where to find up to date news stories and articles but please feel free to use 
your own sources. 
 

Home - BBC News 

 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/a-level/sociology-7192/specification/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/a-level/sociology-7192/specification/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news


News, sport and opinion from the Guardian's UK edition | The Guardian 

 

News | The Independent | Today's headlines and latest breaking news 

 

Magazine - The Sociological Review 

 

Blog | Sociology | tutor2u 

 

Documentaries: 
 

BBC Panorama 

 

Channel 4 Dispatches 

 

Netflix explained  
 

Podcasts: 
 

BBC Thinking Aloud BBC Radio 4 - Thinking Allowed - Available now 

 

The Sociology Show The Sociology Show on Apple Podcasts 

 

Reasons to be Cheerful Reasons to be Cheerful with Ed Miliband & Geoff Lloyd | Podcast on Spotify 

 

Podcasts - The Sociological Review 

 

Social Science Bites - Social Science Space 

 

For each topic below find one relevant piece of research and explain it below: 
Research topic 1: 
Where did you find the information? What is your source? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary/key points: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal opinion – what is your personal view on the findings in the article/documentary? Is this good or bad 
for society? How truthful do you think the information is? Does it apply to all groups in society? Is the research 
rigorous enough? What do you think the impacts might be? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk
https://www.independent.co.uk/
https://thesociologicalreview.org/magazine/
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/blog
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qy05/episodes/player
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/the-sociology-show/id1507196347
https://open.spotify.com/show/1tLJI8qdgVNFGg5mPOCtau
https://thesociologicalreview.org/podcasts/
https://www.socialsciencespace.com/about-socialsciencebites/


Research topic 2: 
Where did you find the information? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary/key points: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal opinion – what is your personal view on the findings in the article/documentary? Is this good or bad 
for society? How truthful do you think the information is? Does it apply to all groups in society? Is the research 
rigorous enough? What do you think the impacts might be? 

 

 

 

 

Task 2: Theory and Methods 

 

Throughout the course we apply sociological theories to all the issues above. One of the main theories that we 
apply is Functionalism. 

1. Complete the reading and watch the video on Functionalism below 

2. Answer the following questions: 
Functionalism – An Introduction - ReviseSociology 

What is Functionalism? Introduction to A-level Sociology | Reference Library | Sociology | tutor2u 

 

1. Why is Functionalism known as a structural theory? 

 

 

2. Why is Functionalism known as a consensus theory? 

 

 

3. Give two examples of social institutions and explain what functions they perform for society. 
 

 

4. What did Durkheim believe about the individual? 

 

 

5. What did Parsons mean by the organic analogy? 

 

 

6. Personal opinion: Is anomie (too much freedom) a problem in today’s society? 

 

 

7. Personal opinion: Do all institutions perform a positive function in today’s society? 

 

 

8. Give a criticism of the functionalist perspective of society: 
 

 

https://revisesociology.com/2016/09/01/functionalism-sociology/
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/what-is-functionalism-introduction-to-sociology


 

Task 3: Key terms 

 

Find definitions for the key terms below: 
 

Society  

 

Institutions  

 

Socialisation  

 

Culture  

 

Norms and values  

 

Social trend  

 

Social class  

 

Ethnic group  

 

Gender  

 

Discrimination  

 

Prejudice  

 

Privilege  

 

 

 

 

Task 4: Reading task 

 

Complete the reading attached on education, gender and science; ‘Why we need more women in STEM’ 
1. Give an example of how women may be ‘invisible’ in science. 
2. Which types of science do women tend to do and which do they not tend to do? 

3. What are some of the reasons that women/girls are less likely to choose science subjects? 

4. What percentage of workers in engineering and computing are women? 

5. Why do some argue that it is important that more women are employed in STEM areas? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

  



 

 



 

 



 


