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St Dominic’s Sixth Form College 

[Music] Transition work 2026-2027 

 

A Level Music Year 1 

Bridging the Gap  
Welcome, year 1! Here is your  ‘Bridging the Gap’ task for A level Music. This pack is designed to give you a 

flavour of what A level Music is all about. The pack will introduce you to some core musical concepts and 

skills to aid your understanding of music ready for sixth form. The work in this pack will take a long time, so 

you can break it up. Don’t feel you need to complete it all in one go! You can complete the tasks in this 
booklet in the spaces provided. You must also MARK your own work from the answer booklets.  

There are four compulsory tasks that MUST be completed by September 1st:  

1. Performance preparation 

2. Concert report 

3. Key word revision 

4. Theory worksheets 

There are also stretch tasks, and it is highly recommended that you try to complete as many of these as 

possible.  

             

 

YOUR NAME  
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INSTRUMENT/S and grades completed  

 

Ensembles/bands I play/have played in  

 

 

Did you do GCSE MUSIC?     No      Yes            Which exam board? Eduqas/OCR/AQA/Edexcel          

Did you do grade 5 Music theory? 

If so give the date:  

No               Yes                 pass            merit          distinction 

 

 

Just like GCSE Music, the course has 3 main components: Appraising (listening and analysing); Performance 

and Composition. Here is an outline of the course over the 2 years: 

 

A Level course outline: Eduqas 

Year 12 Year 13  

Music Theory and Aural skills (gr 5/6) Advanced Music Theory and Aural skills (gr 7/8) 

Rock and Pop/Jazz/Music Theatre Rock and Pop/Jazz/Music Theatre 

Performing mocks Performing – 10 minute recital, February yr 2 

Haydn Symphony 104 close analysis Mv 1 & 3 Haydn Symphony 104 close analysis Mv 2 & 4 

The Symphony 1750-1830 essay The Symphony 1830-1900 essay  

Harmony for composing Scoring and textures for composing 

Free Composition Western Classical composition 

Into the 20th Century:Debussy/Schonberg/Stravinsky Poulenc & Debussy set works close analysis 
 

 

Component 1 Performing worth 35% (or 25%) of the course. 10min recital in Feb of yr 13. 

Component 2 Composing worth 25% (or 35%) of the course. 2 (or 3) compositions.  

Component 3 Appriasing worth 40% of the course. 2.5 hour exam in June of yr 13.  

Here is the EDUQAS website for more detailed information and resources: 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/music-asa-level/#tab_keydocuments 

 

Task One: Performance Preparation (must) 

Prepare a minimum of 5 minutes of music (at least 2 pieces) to perform as a recital in September.  

• Choose pieces of a minimum grade 5 standard 

• For accompaniment you can use a backing track or provide a piano accompaniment 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/music-asa-level/#tab_keydocuments
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• You will need to provide printed copies of the music for yourself and the teacher 

• If you need support in choosing your pieces, speak to your instrumental teacher 

Name of piece Composer Approximate 

level of 

difficulty 

(grade) 

Why I have chosen this piece 

    

 

 

    

 

 

    

 

 

    

 

 

 

OPTIONAL STRETCH TASK: Write a short programme note about the pieces you will be performing 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Task Two: Concert report (must) 

Watch a live musical performance over the summer and write a short report about it. This could be a pop 

concert, and music festival, and orchestral classical concert, a solo recital, an opera, a musical, a Prom 

(highly recommend that you try to watch one BBC Prom concert) 

Your report should conctain the following: 

• Why you watched this performance 

• What made the performance compelling (or not!) 

• How the performance inspired your own performance preparation (in repertoire choice or 

performance techniques for example) 

• Some background into the genre of music i.e. when and how this style developed, what are the key 

features of this music and name other significant artists in the genre.  

• A description of the music that was performed (including reflections on 

melody/harmony/tonality/structure/texture/instrumentation/tempo/metre/rhythms 

• Link to the event and artist 

 

Write your report here:  

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
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Task Three: Key Words  

Complete and mark these glossary worksheets. The answers will be given to you in a separate booklet.  

Write here any questions you have or words you don’t understand.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSICAL DEVICES SCRAMBLED 
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Unscramble the following terms – i.e. put them in the 

correct category: 

Mark yourself from the answer booklet.  

Sequence / Pedal / Syncopation / Imitation / Antiphony / Appoggiatura / Cycle of fifths / Cross rhythms /  

Swung rhythm / Unison / Fragmentation / Suspension / False relation / Inversion / Straight / Polyphonic 

Rhythmic displacement / Retrograde / Dominant preparation / Tierce de Picardy / 2 part counterpoint 

Monophonic / Melody dominated homophony / Cross phrasing / Repetition / Variation / Cadential 6/4  

Cadence / Hemiola / cross rhythm 

Harmonic Devices Melodic Devices Rhythmic Devices Textural Devices 
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Complete the vocabulary table and mark your answers from the answer booklet   

      

MELODIC DEVICES      

Sequence 

 

 

Anacrusis 

 

 

Melodic inversion 

 

 

Ostinato (riff) 

 

 

Fragmentation 

 

 

Blue note 

 

 

Passing note 

 

 

Accented passing note 

 

 

Auxilliary note 

 

 

Anticipation 

 

 

Escape note (echapee) 

 

 

Appoggiatura 

 

 

Turn 

 

 

Mordent 

 

 

Acciaccatura 

 

 

Trill 

 

 

 

HARMONIC DEVICES  

Circle of fifths  

(cycle of fifths) 

 

Suspension 

 

 

Tierce de Picardy 

 

 

Cadential 6/4 

 

 

Pedal 

 

 

Tonic Pedal 
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Dominant Pedal 

 

 

Inner Pedal 

 

 

Inverted Pedal  

 

 

False relation 

 

 

Plagal Cadence  

 

Perfect Cadence  

 

Imperfect Cadence  

 

Interrupted cadence  

 

 

TEXTURAL DEVICES 

Monophonic texture 

 
Homophonic texture 

 
Polyphonic texture 

 
Melody Dominated 

Homophony  
Imitation 

 
Canon 

 
Unison 

 
In octaves (octave 

doubling)  
Solo 

 
Contrary motion 

 
Antiphony 

 
Call and response 

 
Heterophony 

 
Stop time 
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RHYTHMIC DEVICES 

Ostinato 

 

 

Cross Rhythm 

 

 

Syncopation 

 

 

Scotch Snap 

 

 

Dotted rhythm 

 

 

Triplet 

 

 

 

Rhythmic augmentation 

 

 

Hemiola 

 

 

Augmentation 

 

 

Diminution 

 

 

HOW TO DESCRIBE ACCOMPANIMENTS 
Alberti figuration (Alberti 

bass)  
Broken chords 

 
Basso Continuo 

 
Ground Bass 

 
Comping 

 
Walking Bass 

 
Shuffle rhythm 

 
Riff 

 
Backbeat 

 
Four on the floor 

 
Fill 

 
Swung rhythm 
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Straight quavers 

 
 

HOW TO DESCRIBE MELODIES 
 

Scalic 

 

 

Sustained 

 

 

Detached 

 

 

Conjunct movement 

 

 

Disjunct movement 

 

 

Chromatic movement 

 

 

Diatonic 

 

 

Chromatic 

 

 

Pentatonic 

 

 

Whole tone 

 

 

Triadic figures 

 

 

Periodic phrasing 

 

 

Antecedent and 

consequent phrase 

structure 

 

 

For vocal music: 

Word painting 

 

 

Strophic 

 

 

Melismatic 

 

 

Syllabic  

 

 

 

PLAYING TECHNIQUES 
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Pizzicato 

 

 

Arco 

 

 

Tremolo 

 

 

Glissando 

 

 

Mutes 

 

 

Scat Singing 

 

 

Portamento 

 

 

Pitch Bend 

 

 

 

Optional stretch task: Research extended playing techniques for your instrument and write them here 

with a description of how to do them and how they sound.  

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

Task Four: Theory Worksheets 



 

 
 

St Dominic’s is a Roman Catholic Sixth Form College committed to the personal and spiritual growth of all its members based on Christian values, academic 

excellence and high-quality pastoral care 

Induction work 2026-27 

[Music]  

 

Complete and mark these theory exercises. The answers will be given to you in a separate booklet.  

 

Look carefully at the top right hand corner.  

M = MUST + you must complete and mark these pages 

S = SHOULD = it is strongly recommended that you complete and mark these pages 

C = COULD = It would be helpful for you to complete these pages 

 

Write down here the pages you have completed. 

 

 

 

Write here any questions you have / pages you don’t understand.  
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