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St Dominic’s Sixth Form College 

Geography Transition work 2026-27 
 

Please print off the first five pages of the work as part of your Transition Work. 

You will submit this to your teacher in September. 

 

What is a transboundary water conflict? 

As demand for water rises and water shortages increase, the potential for 

conflict over water supplies increases too. 

▪ 263 rivers in the world cross or form political boundaries between 

countries. 

▪ 90% of all countries share water basins with at least one geographical 

neighbour. 

▪ 158 of the world’s transboundary water basins lack any type of 

cooperative management framework. This increases the potential for 

conflict.  

 

Conflict can occur when economic development along a river varies; some 

countries may take more water out of the river for irrigation, industrialisation 

and human use. Additionally, the ongoing threat of climate change and 

drastic changing of weather patterns is both increasing drought risk and 

shifting precipitation levels for many counties. Borders can become tense 

places.  
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Study table 3 on the previous page. 

Identify the three 

most common 

causes of 

transboundary 

dispute 

 

Which regions on 

the world has the 

most identified? 

 

Pick one of the 

disputes identified. 

Explain in detail 

what the cause of 

the tension is. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For your transition work, you will be tested on three major transboundary water 

tensions in locations across the world.  

 

Research the causes of the tensions and any attempts made to resolve the 

situation and then evaluate how successful it has been and how likely it is to 

develop into a full-scale conflict between countries in the future. 

 

Below is the table you will fill in for each example: 

Name of transboundary 

tension 

 

Causes of tensions  

Attempts made to 

resolve tensions 

 

How successful?  

How likely to develop 

into conflict in the 

future? 

 

 

The summary templates for each case study are on 

pages 3, 4 and 5. The research for each case study 

begins on page 6. 

 

Good luck, happy reading and we look forward to 

meeting you in September. 
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Name of 

transboundary tension 

The Nile Basin 

Causes of tensions  

Attempts made to 

resolve tensions 

 

How successful?  

How likely to develop 

into conflict in the 

future? 
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Name of 

transboundary tension 

The Mekong River Delta 

Causes of tensions  

Attempts made to 

resolve tensions 

 

How successful?  

How likely to develop 

into conflict in the 

future? 
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Name of 

transboundary tension 

The River Jordan 

Causes of tensions  

Attempts made to 

resolve tensions 

 

How successful?  

How likely to develop 

into conflict in the 

future? 
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Case Study 1: The Nile River Basin 

 

To begin, watch this clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JdizU0arrJ0 

 

Link doesn’t work?  

Search ‘What's behind the Egypt-Ethiopia Nile dispute? ‘ by Al Jazeera 

English. 

 

 

Other reading: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JdizU0arrJ0
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St Dominic’s is a Roman Catholic Sixth Form College committed to the personal and spiritual growth of all its 

members based on Christian values, academic excellence and high-quality pastoral care 
 

Transition work 2026-27 A Level Geography 9 

 
 

 

Case Study 2: The Mekong Rover Delta 
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The Mekong River Commission: 

https://wwf.panda.org/wwf_news/?207221/WWF----Regional-cooperation-

on-Mekong-River-in-tatters 

 

 

 

 

Case Study 3: The River Jordan 

 

 

To begin, watch this clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=taMWUjda3fA 

Link not working? Search ‘How Israel became a leader in water use in the 

Middle East’ by PBS Newshour. 

 

Some further reading needed: 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/feb/23/israel-where-jesus-

preached-holy-waters-draining-away-sea-of-galilee-river-jordan 

 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/government-inks-plan-to-clean-part-of-

jordan-river-make-it-fit-for-swimming-again/ 

 

 

 

To go more in depth: 

https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2024/04/the-looming-climate-

and-water-crisis-in-the-middle-east-and-north-africa 
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