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From the Principal, Andrew Parkin
Welcome to the Summer 2022 edition of Veritas, the inhouse magazine
of St. Dominic’s Sixth Form College, published slightly later than usual
this year as we wanted to capture the examination results of our
outgoing Year 2 students.
Thankfully, the past 12 months have felt more normal than the previous
two years as effects of the global pandemic began to subside. There has
still been some disruption but fortunately no major lockdowns or
enforced closures. The impact of the last two years has however been
seen in the disruption experienced by our students educational routines
between March 2020 and July 2021. However we have, overall
witnessed the tremendous efforts that they have each put in to ensure
they are successful in their respective courses and programmes. The
summer term is always busy and the focus is very much examination
based. Both year groups sat examinations and attendance from all
students excellent. The Examination Team at the College work very hard
throughout the year to ensure the smooth execution of both the internal
and external series and particularly so in the summer months when
literally thousands of papers are delivered, sat by our students and then
bagged up and sent back to the awarding bodies for marking. It is a
huge task and a big responsibility and one which is done to the highest
standard by all involved.
Our Year 2 students in particular have had many challenges this year and
we have seen, first-hand, the impact of them not taking their GCSEs in
2020. We have worked them hard, particularly so in terms of the
additional ‘progress check’ internal assessments that we have given
them but again, they have been exceptionally focused and diligent in
their studies and I am pleased to announce that our grades this year are
the best in the history of the College and are as follows:
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These outcomes are truly ‘outstanding’ and are, in fact, slightly up on last year when students were awarded Teacher
Assessed Grades. Everyone at the College is delighted and wish all our leavers the very best as they embark on the
next phase of their personal journey.
And of course, the other big event of the summer term was our long-awaited Ofsted Inspection, the report from
which has now been published and is available to read on our website. This was 15 years in the making and certainly
in my professional life is one of the best reports I have ever read. It summarises the very many fantastic things that
take place day by day at the College and as you may have seen in the report, the opening line says ‘students at St.
Dominic’s flourish’ which truly reflects the ethos and Mission of this place.
Achieving such success is a real team effort and I am pleased and proud of the way in which we, as a whole College
community, have responded to the many challenges of the last few years which together has culminated in fantastic
examination results and a very successful inspection. We have worked really effectively together and I remain proud
to be leading this College and I am grateful to everyone associated with St. Dominic’s for their kindness and support
over the past twelve months.
As always at the end of an academic year, we say farewell to a number of Colleagues who are moving on. Dr Chris
Chick is retiring from the College after 32 years of loyal service leading the Chemistry Department. Chris has been a
first-class teacher, tutor and leader and has supported his team, students and staff alike for many years and will be
sorely missed by everyone at the College. We wish him well for a long and happy retirement. We also say farewell to
the following colleagues: Tom Boddington (Business Studies), Manrik Thiara (Maths), Heather Chandler (Personal
Tutor), Deborah Keylock (Personal Tutor), Bijou Kalayil (Physics), Pushpa Nadarasjara (Science Technician) and Paul
Richardson (Premises Team) (Sports Department). We wish them all well in their future endeavours.
So now we are on the threshold of a new academic year and all that that will bring. Each year, I look forward with
great enthusiasm to our new students arriving and hope that this year will see particularly strong enrolment. Thank
you for your ongoing support and I look forward to writing to you in the coming academic year.
Andrew Parkin
Principal
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Message from the Chaplain
Primary school retreat visitors: St Robert Southwell 4th July 2022
“The future is in your hearts and in your hands. God is entrusting to you
the task, at once difficult and uplifting, of working with Him in the
building of the civilisation of love”-St Pope John Paul ll
This message, delivered by Pope John Paul ll in Toronto, Downsview
Park, Saturday for World Youth Day 2002 was a challenge to all young
people to respond to the call each one of us have to work together for a
greater community. To build a ‘Civilisation Of Love’ can seem a daunting
task, and like all projects in life, if to be done well, needs hard work. Yet
in Christ, whose yolke is easy and burden light, and spurred on by his
grace, we can be the architects of this citadel as we work to build this
civilisation here on earth, remembering that our final destination, our
home, our true citadel, will be with God in heaven.
This was a short but sweet day in which we lead the Year 4 students of St
Robert Southwell Primary School to reflect upon how they themselves
can be ‘little bridge builders’ of this civilisation. We opened the day with
a bridge-building activity in which they had to cross a chasm between
two cities and work as a team to cross. We sung a song about being
bridge-builders to help spur us on for the rest of morning, but not before
punctuating it with some juice and biscuits (some much-needed
sustenance for our little builders). This followed with a final service in
which we found out who can accompany us and build with us on this
adventure; each other, Mary, The Rosary, and The Saints, all who help us
along the way. Each had a card with a bridge on it upon which they
wrote all the qualities they might need to be bridge builders, concluding
with a prayer in which they asked God what in particular he wanted
them to focus on today. We finished the day of with another rendition of
the song I'm Building A Bridge and a few others fun dittys. This
concluded our day together.
With the help of Mary, and the saints who lead us and point us to Christ,
who is the bridge to heaven, we can make this journey day by day, step
by step, moment by moment and discover how to help their fellow
pilgrim friends on this journey, building, brick by brick to “encourage one
another and build each other up”- (1 Thessalonians 5:11). We are sure
these young people will be the next generation of bridge builders that is
so much needed in this world today.
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Ten Good Reads
Reading is good for you. Some recent research has shown that reading a good book is more relaxing than
watching a screen and it helps develop empathy and intelligence. This summer, find a good book, put away the
screens and music for an hour or so, curl up in a comfy chair and have a read. Here are ten recommendations.

Fiction
The Wall – by William Sutcliffe. A political fable that powerfully evokes
the realities of life on the West Bank, telling the story of a Settler child who
finds there are two sides to every story.
American By Day – by Derek B Miller. A treat - intelligent, funny,
melancholy, a fast-moving crime thriller which also takes on the big issues
of the day.
Three Hours – by Rosamund Upton. Totally thrilling. Pupils and teachers
barricade themselves into classrooms, the library, the theatre. The head
teacher lies wounded in the library. Outside, a police psychiatrist must
identify the gunmen, while parents gather desperate for news.
Neverwhere – by Neil Gaiman. Under the streets of London lies a world
most people could never dream of, the city of people who have fallen
between the cracks. Neil Gaiman is a genius.
American Dirt – by Jeanine Cummins. Sold over 2 million copies, an instant
classic. The story of a mother and son who flee the Mexican cartels and run
for the border.
Mayflies – by Andrew O’Hagan. A beautiful and life-enhancing novel of
lost youth and male friendship.
Cecily – by Annie Garthwaite. A feminist retelling of the War of the Roses
seen through the eyes of Cecily Neville, matriarch of the House of York.
Lonesome Dove – by Larry McMurtry. The best ever novel of the American
West. Legend and fact, heroes and outlaws, whores and ladies, Indians and
settlers – Lonesome Dove is the central, enduring American experience
dramatically recreated in a magnificent story of heroism and love; of
honour, loyalty and betrayal.
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Ten Good Reads - continued
Non-Fiction
Wild – by Cheryl Strayed. A brutal memoir of survival, grief and
redemption: a searing portrayal of life at its lowest ebb and at its highest
tide.
Unbroken – by Laura Hillenbrand. The incredible true story of Louis
Zamperini, from Berlin Olympics to Japanese prison-of-war camp.

John Rubinstein – Teacher of Maths
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Sociology Taster Lecture
On Monday the 27th of June, Psychology and Sociology classes were joined by
Dr Melissa Henderson from Royal Holloway University who gave us a talk in the
Chapel about what studying Sociology and Criminology at degree level looks
like. The talk gave us an overview of some core modules we would study as
part of these degrees, as well as what career paths are available to Sociology
and Criminology graduates - which ranged from research and civil service, to
teaching and policing. We were then given a taster of what a Sociology lecture
would be like, where the topic focus was 'Sociology of death', which examined
why death is a taboo subject and the fascination behind dark tourism (which is
where we visit sites associated with people that have died). The talk gave an
insight into to how topics such as death can be examined through a sociological
lens. The speaker also took us through her own research she conducted over
the years, which was mainly focused on the experience of women in prisons, as
well as the rehabilitation of criminals into society. It was really interesting to
hear from a lecturer about doing sociology at degree level and up.
Daniel Sylvester (student)
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Medology: how they changed the game
So who are Medology? Medology is a university student-led
organisation that helps students achieve their dreams of becoming
doctors and dentists. They give 24/7 support to help appease any
worries you may have as well as offer courses for the UCAT, BMAT
and interview guidance. Our students were very impressed with
Medology’s widening access scheme, where they offered support
for financially disadvantaged people based on many factors.
The session kicked off with a fun quiz on how well the participants
understood the UCAT, the University Clinical Aptitude Test, and its
history. Afterwards, we split off into groups of five and six, where
we had a workshop on the UCAT, which included personalised
advice based on the dates we booked them on, as well as how to
start practising. One of these pieces of advice given was to learn
the UCAT. This way, those planning to sit the UCAT would be well
informed on what to expect and, therefore, will be able to avoid
any surprises. Additionally, we were told to try to throw ourselves
right into it to get used to the timing because the UCAT is all about
speed, where you must complete 233 demanding questions in two
hours.
One more piece of advice we were given that, in my opinion, was
one of the most important was to study in a good environment.
This not only applies to the UCAT but also to our daily lives as sixthform students. Placing yourselves in a non-toxic environment
where you will not feel bad for making mistakes or compare your
pace of studying to others is essential in aiding you to achieve the
best results possible. Not only that, but we were also given help on
tackling topics such as procrastination, which, let’s face it, many of
us do. Since the talk and workshop on Wednesday, I have been
able to use the advice given to help me tackle my procrastination
habit and get back on track with my UCAT revision.
After the UCAT workshop, we were given a personal statement
workshop explaining the general structure of a personal statement
for those aiming to study medicine. This includes an introduction,
three main sections – work experience, volunteering and super
curricular – and lastly, a short paragraph on extracurriculars, which
amounts to around 20 percent of the 4000 characters.
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Medology: how they changed the game - continued
The big three should incorporate reflections, and what you have learnt
from any experiences you might have participated in. Despite the
importance of personal statements when applying to courses, many
medical schools are not actually heavily reliant on personal statements
when selecting students; as Medology said several times during the talk,
“it’s not that deep”. However, we cannot just write anything we want. A
personal statement should be used to help universities understand what
type of student you are, and this can be used as practice for upcoming
interviews. During this workshop, we started our personal statements
and edited the personal statement of those who had written theirs.
Once again, the advice was personalised. Medology helped change many
students’ perspectives on writing a personal statement from a negative
one to a positive one because from the abundance of feedback the
Medical Society received, there were a plethora of positive comments
about the personal statement section of the talk.
Overall, this talk was fruitful and is my favourite medicine talk which I
have attended due to the entire session being interactive. As the
company is led by university students who have been through the
application process, we were able to relate to them and this made the
talk more enjoyable. They helped us feel like we are not alone in this
application process and lifted the stress of the application process off us
with their unconventional approach towards applying for medicine.
Once again, I would like to thank Medology for coming to St Dominic’s to
give us this talk and I would also like to thank the Medical Society for
suggesting to bring them to the College.
Rakhi Nahar – Biology
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From your Library
A busy exam/revision term of course. We’re currently engaged in
collecting hundreds of curriculum textbooks from our leavers and
organising their issue to returning students so they have their second
year books for the summer.
In May, we took a group of students to see ‘Life of Pi’ at the Wyndhams
in the West End and all agreed it was a brilliant, highly theatrical
performance and a fine interpretation of the best-seller.
Twenty four of our students accompanied me on a tour of University
College London’s main Library on 1 July where we got a shock when they
found the philosopher and benefactor (1748-1832), Jeremy Bentham’s
body stuffed and in a display cabinet. – this always solicits gasps of
wonder and horror!
Book Club continued to
meet half-termly and ‘St
Dom’s Discovery’ student
magazine has been
produced every term with
excellent reviews, articles
and art work.
It’s been a relief, this term,
to finally see students
without their masks and
we look forward to the
new academic year in
August.

The LLC Team – Pauline,
Anna, Lorna, Deborah and
Clare.
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A Level Art students celebrate success!
On Tuesday 14th June, A Level Art students exhibited some impressive
work in the new Art room for their end of year show. The work reflected
the very broad approach to Art that the St Dominic's Art staff encourage
from their students. Work included sculpture, installation art, drawing,
painting, graphic design, textiles, illustration and animation.
Visitors commented on the high standard of work and the range of
interesting and meaningful themes that the students had chosen to work
with. It was a well attended event and a great opportunity for the Art
students to proudly display the skills they have worked so hard at
developing.
Ruth Blackford - Head of Art
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From your Careers department
Yet another busy time for students and the Careers Department this term!
We continue to provide students with impartial advice and guidance through our Careers Interview
programme, where students can self-refer for a Careers Interview. They book via our Eventbrite link
and face to face appointments are with a qualified Careers Adviser to discuss their career options and
future plans. We also assist students with alternative options and applications for Apprenticeships,
Training and Employment. The interviews are very popular and have run until the end of the College
year.
We’ve had a packed year of Careers Activities for both Year 12 & 13, including a tutorial for Year 13
about tips on ‘student life’ and how to budget, cook healthy cheap meals and even an easy way to
changing that duvet cover, without becoming tangled in the fabric!

Year 12 have already registered to UCAS (Universities and Colleges Admissions Service). This is the
organisation where all students considering university register to and complete their UCAS
application forms and apply to university courses of their choice. The process of applying to university
requires a lot of research and decision making; as well as preparing a Personal Statement about why
they want to study the course and what has inspired them.
To assist with this process, we organised our final event of the year and on the last day of term
“Summer Careers Event – Action Planning for Success”
This involved a carousel of events on writing a Personal Statement and preparing a draft to work on
over the summer in readiness for applying to UCAS next term and a presentation by ASK
Apprenticeships explaining the levels and types of apprenticeships on offer by employers and also the
benefits of a Degree Apprenticeship - where the employer sponsors the degree and pays a salary to
the employee, cutting the costs of student finance to study.
We have a great range of Careers events and activities planned for the new College year and we will
be welcoming in our new Year 12 students.
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From your Careers department - continued
The College is also due to be re-assessed next term for the accreditation of the Quality in Careers
Standard which we have held since 2015. This is a very prestigious award that demonstrates our
commitment to high quality Careers Education and impartial information, advice and guidance.
It is a commitment across the College which also includes Careers Education in the classroom and is
embedded in subject curriculum areas. The accreditation and framework provide us with the
opportunity to ensure the learning aims of all our students include supporting and preparing them for
“Growth throughout life” - “Exploring their possibilities” – “Managing their Career” – Creating
Opportunities” – “Finding a Life /Work balance” and “Seeing the bigger picture”
We cannot end the year without mentioning our Ofsted inspection where the Careers Department
was rated ‘Outstanding’ and we are very proud of this achievement and all of our students who have
been outstanding in their pursuit of Careers Education and their aspirations.
We wish all of our students, parents and guardians a very happy and safe summer break and we look
forward the new term and great successes from our Year 13 student’s exam results and their
progression to universities, apprenticeships and employment.

Anna Scarampi – Careers Leader

St. Dominic’s Sixth Form College | 17

Race for Life
On the last Sunday of the academic year, we were given the opportunity to take part in Cancer
Research’s 5K Race for Life!
Cancer affects 2 in 5 of us, meaning the cause is particularly close to our hearts. Cancer Research UK
sponsors finding new ways to prevent, diagnose and treat cancer, helping to save more lives.
We all worked very hard in getting our sponsorships, knocking on doors, and pestering teachers is
never too much when it comes to charity. As a result, we were all really motivated and enthused when
we got to the start line in St. Dominic’s Park. Our sponsorships meant that every agonising step we
took was worth it.

The event was a testament to the College's vast array of athletes, even if some walked at a leisurely
pace. Although the winning time was 18 minutes, if the day was about distance, Helena’s dogs would
surely have the top prize.
Pink is the colour of love, but on Sunday it was the colour of sheer determination.
Charity is central to the college’s Catholic ethos, so I’m pleased to say we’ve outdone ourselves as a
devoted community that cares.
Well done to everyone who took part!
James Goodrick-Green and Oliver Castell - Students
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Safeguarding

