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V E R I TA S
St. Dominic’s is a Roman Catholic Sixth Form College
dedicated to the personal and spiritual growth of
all its members based on Christian values, academic
excellence and high quality pastoral care.
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From the Principal
As the proud Principal of St Dominic’s Sixth Form College, one of the best parts of my job is working with and
seeing our young men and women thrive and flourish on a daily basis. This is my 25th year as a teacher and I
still consider this job to be one of the best in the world, particularly so now that I am leading such a fantastic
community that is St. Dominic’s!
As a student myself, I never wanted to be anything other than a teacher and consider myself immensely fortunate to be in a job that I love. Working with our future generations is a great privilege and ensuring that we
support each young person to be successful individuals academically, spiritually and personally still sits firmly at
the heart of my beliefs. Our students are some of the most gifted, hard-working and focused individuals I have
ever worked with and, in the middle of the academic year, when the going is tough, it is good to acknowledge
each of them for all the gifts, talents and humour that they bring to the College community on a daily basis!
Having said that I have been teaching and working in education for almost 25 years, I never could have envisaged
the issues we have had recently with the outbreak of the Coronavirus. A new vocabulary has had to be learned
– self-isolation, stock-piling, panic buying, Covid-19, pandemic etc., and as I sit and write this to you from my
desk at home, the shock of (a) having to close the College for an indefinite period and (b) the cancellation of the
2020 A level examinations is still hard to take in.
As I headed into work at the start of a new week on March 16th, it was clear that this was going to be quite a
momentous 5 days and that things were going to move very rapidly. The numbers of staff and students going
into self-isolation increased as the week went on and by Wednesday it was evident to me that I would have to
enforce a partial closure of the College if a national one wasn’t forthcoming. The closure of all public venues
sparked panic buying in our supermarkets and the sense at College that a national ‘shut-down’ of all educational
establishments was imminent grew in intensity.
In tandem with declining student and staff numbers however, came that ever increasing sense of community
spirit. At St. Dominic’s our Mission is central to our College – we commit to educate academically, spiritually and
pastorally and certainly in that last week, the pastoral support for our students was second to none. I have to
commend my staff for pulling together and going above and beyond for all our students at what was becoming
an increasingly stressful and challenging time for them all. Everyone stepped up, helped out and were really kind
to one another, all very important things in a time of difficulty.
The bombshell announcement of the cancellation of all national examinations sent an earthquake and tsunami
rolling through every school and college in the country. The ramifications of such a decision are yet to be clearly
determined but given the position that our country and world currently finds itself in, I believe that cancelling the
2020 examination series was a difficult but necessary decision in order to try to curb the spread of this dangerous
virus. Our health as individuals and as a nation is more important than anything else.
The emails flooded in on the Wednesday night following the Prime Minister’s announcement. I worked through
to the early hours answering emails from distressed, worried and anxious students and parents. I did my best
to try and ease our second years’ collective anxiety but in these uncertain times there was little that I could say
that would make the situation better. The methodology for us working out the grades that the students will be
awarded this summer is yet to be defined – by the time Veritas goes to press we may well have had that information from the DfE and awarding bodies.
We closed to first years on the Thursday and by Friday we were closing to second years too. We ordered pizzas
from our local take away and invited in those students well enough to be with us for an impromptu 45-minute
farewell. About 250 of them came along, suitably distanced from each other, we prayed, we laughed, we cried
and we reflected on the situation that we all find ourselves in. Never in my career did I ever imagine I would be
leading such a gathering.
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And so we are now locked down, shut, closed until further notice. How unreal is that statement? Closed until further
notice!! Our College community is now ‘online’ and we will continue to educate our first years to the very best of
our ability until this crisis passes us by. We are all getting used to the ‘new normal’ including how to use Microsoft
Teams and Zoom, which have helped us all to stay connected. Online lessons have been a success but nothing
can beat the face to face interaction with one another that we all really enjoy and need. For our second years,
well perhaps a little bit of time for reflection and relaxation and the rare opportunity to do something different.
And when the crisis has passed us by – what then? A new world order for everyone I hope. We need it desperately as our world and the beautiful planet we inhabit is struggling and crying out for us to do things differently.
That requires a global, political and personal shift.
At a micro-level I hope that we will see a change in the world of education too. We need it – whilst the vast
majority of us in education absolutely love what we do and will never cut corners for the students we teach and
lead, we are increasingly challenged by a system that demands more and more each year, that has been changed,
reformed and tinkered with by different political parties for the last 40 or so years and is placing pressures on
students and staff that are themselves unprecedented.
Once this is over, and it will be, we need to stop and reflect, as individuals and as citizens in a global society. I hope
and pray that governments around the world will think carefully about what really are the essentials required to
preserve and future proof our planet for generations to come. More locally, I hope ministers will allow school
and college leaders to strip out all those things that are not truly necessary to the future successes of our young
men and women and allow us to prioritise their future wellbeing, the notion of their future work life balance and
the preservation of the planet upon which they will live and work in equal measure.
I would like to conclude by thanking all my staff at the College who have been utterly dedicated in what has been
a really challenging few weeks for everyone. I would like to wish you all a very happy and holy Easter.

Andrew Parkin
April 2020

Absence Reporting Procedure During Lockdown
When College returns ‘remotely’’ after the Easter holidays, we will be monitoring student online attendance. These
lessons will be timetabled and compulsory, and they will continue to provide course work, feedback and useful
resources. Just as importantly, they will help to maintain a strong and positive link between the students and their
teachers during these unprecedented times.
Should there be a genuine reason why your son or daughter is unable to participate in these remote sessions due to
sickness, please report the absence in the usual way by going to www.stdoms.ac.uk and then follow the STUDENTS/
PARENTS & GUARDIANS link.
Please note, students are not permitted to report their own absences.

A Spontaneous Farewell

Despite the circumstances we currently face, we wish our Y2 Leavers all the very best and
we are delighted that many of them were able to join in with a bit of fun on their last day at
St Dominic’s. We look forward to welcoming them back as Alumni in the near future.
“My two years at St Dominic’s have been my favourite in education. The College staff allowed high levels of independence for all
the students and this has help me grow as an individual and, most
importantly, has encouraged me to take responsibility for my own
academic success and workload.
St Dominic’s has nurtured me into a responsible adult with a clear
pathway into a bright future and I am grateful to everyone at St.
Dominic’s for this amazing opportunity.” Krishan Thayaparan

"Thank you to all the teachers and
staff who have been very supportive
during my time at St Dominic’s. I wish
everyone, including my friends, all
the best."

Janaki Chaountharagnanan

“My time at St Dominic's has been
absolutely amazing! I've developed as
a person and made life long friends.
Every single one of my teachers has been
wonderful and taught me things that I
can take beyond an A level exam. I will
never forget my time at St Dominic's!”

Reem Ibrahim

“St.Dominic’s has been unforgettable. I have matured as a
person, learning to be independent, confident and made
life-long friends. I will always be grateful for the opportunities
St.Dominic’s has given me such as the New York trip, as well
as the support and encouragement to improve academically
and socially.” Carla Fernandes

“My time at St Dominic’s has been a rollercoaster
– really high highs and really low lows. I remember
the time when I struggled to make friends at the
beginning of Year 12. I have come a long way since
then. Strangers who have turned into my second
family. We have seen each other grow into confident
young adults. Despite our time being unexpectedly
cut short, I still feel connected and will always feel
connected to this College.” Kamini Shah

“Times end, but memories stay with you
forever! My time at St Dominic's has been full of
academic opportunities and sporting memories
that will stay with me forever!” Aoife Cronin

“Looking back on my (almost) 2 years at
Dominic’s, I'm forever grateful for the people
I've been able to meet and forge life-long
friendships with, the teachers that laughed at
my jokes - some of whom made me the joke
*cough Odo* - and actually made learning fun,
and the spiritual support that's really deepened
my love for faith. Thank you for making the hell
that is A Levels that much more tolerable and
for the most part enjoyable. I owe you one!”

Albab Andrabi
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Good Morning St Dominic’s!
These tips from our Chaplain could not only help structure your day but can be
steps to looking after your mental and physical health too.
Wake up at your usual time.
Follow your routine that you would normally have on a lesson / work / study / revision day.
No pyjama parties. As tempting as it might be to lounge around in your pyjamas all day, get into
some clean, nice clothes. I am still getting into my work clothes as the feeling is noticeable the
moment you do it.
Have a designated study place. Like we have in college, a place for work and a place for relaxing.
Find this in your home if you can.
Diet - Less movement, extra food, boredom... a combination for a slightly unbalanced form of
eating. Eat well, but note you will likely be burning fewer calories than you will be taking on.
Exercise - Therefore, maybe a little light indoor exercise might help too. There are plenty of online
cross-training exercises that you can do indoors, just make sure they are verified professionals so
they don't cause you to put your back out due to poor teaching.
Communicate - Nothing wrong in isolating to protect others, but no man is an island. Don't isolate
your own mind and make sure you are still talking to people on the phone or facetime. I am here,
as always, any time, over email.
Pray - Whatever your angle is on this there is truly a great calm and perspective that comes from
prayer. Prayer moves us away from a focus on self to a focus on the Other. In dialogue with God,
however we do that, we can get perspective and guidance on how to live every single moment,
as well as the day we have ahead.
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Y2 Physics
students
visit Cern
The trip to Geneva was something we had been looking forward to since Year 1 and it was
very highly anticipated. By Kavisha Eliyadurage-Fernando
After a short plane ride we arrived at Geneva and we quickly
booked into our rooms. Afterwards, we went to the see the
Hydroelectric Dam. The dam is responsible for most of the
electricity used in the city and during our tour we were able
to see and learn the history, the science and the engineering
behind it. When the tour had ended we were able to go sightseeing around the city and enjoy a boat ride across the lake.
The Jet d’Eau, one of the most famous landmarks in Geneva,
was so impressive to see up so close.
The next day we went to see the old town and despite the
long walk up the hill that it was located on it was completely
worth it because of the view. After climbing what seemed like
a thousand stairs we could see the whole of Geneva from the
top of the cathedral.
What was the highlight of the trip was visiting CERN. The CERN
museum was interesting and we had a discussion afterwards
with a physicist. It was good to be able to have a discussion
with an expert on the subject as our questions were answered
to the best degree and was overall an interesting experience.
The large Hadron collider is undoubtably one of the greatest
engineering feats in history. Being able to be so close to
something that has helped shape modern day particle physics
was surreal. We learned about the different collisions , the
different particles produced in these collisions and how they
were identified. This is all done to test the predictions of
different theories is particle physics.
The tour itself brought us through the different stages before,
during and after a collision. We were able to learn all this from
the scientists and engineers that were working there and it
made it all the more enriching.
In the afternoons we were given the chance to wander around the city with our friends. We took this opportunity to rent some
bikes and go cycling around the lake and the rest of Geneva. We visited different chocolate stores and went to different parts
of the city on the trams.
The trip was overall a great experience where we learnt so much while also enjoying the culture of Geneva. It really helped
renew our interest in physics outside the school curriculum.

Student Executive Team

St Dominic’s is committed to achieving excellent academic results in a Catholic setting,
underpinned by Christian values and outstanding Pastoral care.

50%

Of our students achieved at least one A or
A* at A level in 2019

7

Students achieved three A*s

35%

Of students got a least 3 A*/B in 2019
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From the Student Executive
This term has certainly been very chaotic. As I started my new role as Head Girl, I was excited
by all the ideas, challenges and responsibilities I now faced.
I led my first school council session with the Head Boy, Cathal
Doherty, where we discussed ideas with the rest of our fellow
students, putting a particular focus on the environment.
This, of course, is a very hot topic and one which we can all
do something about. I also went to my first proper “adult”
meetings, like the governor meetings and the breakfast meetings
with Andrew - I must say that the pastries at the breakfast
meetings are very, very good and I’m certainly missing them
all alone in quarantine!
I have also taken a personal responsibility with charities and
new ways that we as a school can work together to make
even more money for a wide array of different charities and
organisations!

One goal this year was to welcome Dwight Englewood School’s
string ensemble from New Jersey to do their String Jam tour, which
would have been a collaboration with our own College Orchestra,
working towards a concert at the end of their stay.
In light of current world events (one in particular) this event will
almost certainly not take place, which is a shame as it would have
been a very exciting opportunity for us - their musical standards
are admirably high.
Nonetheless, music and art should still be in people’s minds during
isolation as a mode of expression but, more simply, something
to do. Learning an instrument is a valuable skill, and channelling
creativity can certainly raise spirits. Joseph Lucas, focusing
on The Arts

Hopefully the next term will see even more, brilliant changes
to the school.
I give thanks to Andrew and the Student Exec team for all
being so supportive, engaging, full of ideas, proactive and
inspirational! Jeea Chadha, Head Girl

Nyumbani Charity
Update
In the difficult circumstances that we find ourselves in, it would
be easy for us as a community to become selfish, thinking only
about ourselves. But the St Dominic’s community realises the
integral nature of bearing in mind those less fortunate than
ourselves. Here at St. Dominic’s we have made connections
with a school by the name of Nyumbani in Kenya. Nyumbani
was founded in 1992 and this year St. Dominic’s have helped
raise awareness for Nyumbani’s need for sporting equipment, particularly trainers. I have created some posters and
a PowerPoint presentation which is showcased in the College
reception area, to help raise awareness of this worthy cause
amongst the students, staff and visitors to St Dominic’s.
Please keep the Nyumbani School in your prayers during this
pandemic.
You can keep updated with Nyumbani School:
Twitter: @NyumbaniUK
Instagram: @nyumbaniuk
Website : www.nyumbani.org.uk

This year, as the student executive, we have taken on the initiative
of being more aware of our surroundings and the physical aspect
of St Dominics, by paying closer attention to the environment and
how ecologically friendly our College is, in order to reduce our
carbon footprint and create more awareness about our environmental global situation.
Our College is already fantastic at reducing paper waste through the
double sided printing we use and black and white colour scheme.
But in order to reduce this further, we are pleased to present the
various new recycling bins that have been put around on the college
campus. As well as this, we have cut out the selling of single use
plastic water bottles and the amount of cling film being used in
an effort to reduce plastic usage and urged more teachers to opt
for public transport instead of cars to reduce our carbon footprint.
We were also planning to contact Harrow’s beehive society to plan
to use the fields at the back of the college for animal and reserve
protection, as St Dominic’s has done in the past.
We are continuously working on the environment and hope that
future generations can continue our work. Clara Moscaliuc,
Deputy Head Girl

Jack Petchey Awards
In February, nine St Dominic's students collected their Jack Petchey Award medals at
a special ceremony with the Mayor of Harrow Councillor, Nitin Parekh. The students
received their awards for a variety of activities, including fundraising for charity, volunteering in the local community and contributing to the ethos of St Dominics. Well done
to all our worthy winners! Paul Higginson - Assistant Principal
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Oxbridge Offers
for 2020 Entry
Tabatha Crook, Architecture, Jesus Cambridge
Wayne Gouro, Engineering, St John’s Oxford
Zarah Yesufu, English Lang/Lit, Wadham, Oxford
Zineb Ziani, Archeology, Murray Edwards Cambridge
Maame Agyekum, Classics, Regent’s Park College Oxford
Morayooluwa Omotesho, Education Studies, Homerton Cambridge
Sessi Hundeyin, Law, Gonville & Caius Cambridge
Zarina Bell-Gam, Economics & Management, Lady Margaret Hall Oxford
Amarachi Nwamba, Medicine, Lady Margaret Hall Oxford
Dillon Roglic, Mathematics, Lady Margaret Hall Oxford
Jordan Waters, Engineering, Homerton Cambridge
Lawrence Tatiqaj, Medicine, Christ Church Oxford
Sharleen Opia, German & Spanish, St John’s Cambridge
Sunaabh Trivedi, Engineering, Queen’s Cambridge
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Tuesday 10th March saw the Year 2 students receive their Silver Duke of Edinburgh Awards,
having completed the 3 compulsory components and the expedition.
Peter Jenks was on hand to give out the certificates and spoke a little about the skills developed through completing the award.
The students demonstrated camping and cooking stills, navigation and first aid skills. As well as the great weather, we had the
joy of Henry and Marc during the actual assessed expedition.
Congratulations to Stacey Beyene, Bunny Corcoran, Vivek Davda, Libby Ko, Bazilla Nazir, James Nichols, Ella Parsons, Dan Ravi,
Agnieszka Sobanska and Georgia Varunakulasingham.
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Gallery Visits Essential
for History of Art
Visiting the major London art galleries is a real must for our students studying Art History,
for a number of reasons...
Seeing an art work in reality rather than
projected onto our screens in class enables
the students to see the brushwork, the
size and the true colours. These visits also
allow us to come out of the classroom
and really test how much the student
has learnt over the course. Finally, it gives
students the opportunity to make new
friends across the class and forge a good
bond for future group work.
Our visits to London this year, despite the
current health crisis, were good examples
of all the above. In February we took our
first years to the National Gallery to see
some of the works from Paper 1 that we
have studied during the first 2 terms.
These included the ‘Arnolfini Portrait’
by Jan van Eyck and Uccello’s ‘Battle of

San Romano’. Interestingly, because the
‘Arnolfini’ is underwhelming small, many
of them were disappointed.
On our way to the gallery, we stopped off
in Trafalgar Square to look at the Fourth
Plinth. This is the major site in London for
a changing programme of contemporary
art and we have studied Marc Quinn’s
sculpture, ‘Alison Lapper, Pregnant’ and
‘Nelson’s Ship in a Bottle’ by Yinka Shoni
bare, both of which took into account the
site of their works making their subject
a hero or dealing with globalisation and
colonisation respectively.
Students were also required to spend
time in the gallery examining words that
have been used as the dreaded ‘Picture

Questions’ in past exams. The ‘Visual
Analysis’ section of Paper 1 includes
‘unseen’ works, whereby students are
required to analyse a painting, a sculpture and a piece of architecture, using
their eyes and their understanding of art
historical terminology. Many paintings
have come from the gallery because they
are easy for exam boards to get hold of.
We counted over 10 as we went through
the rooms. Students had to apply their
analytical skills to a worksheet to test
their understanding of key terms and
how to use them.
In March we took our second year students
to the Tate Britain to study works from
Paper 2. This included the art of the
Pre-Raphaelites, such as Rossetti, Millais
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and Hunt, and the Victorian narrative artists. The former used
painting techniques that now see them categorised as avantgarde, despite the fact that their subject matter and moralising
themes place them firmly in the tradition of earlier artists such
as Hogarth. Our students really enjoyed seeing the works – even
if their favourite painting, ‘The Awakening Conscience’, wasn’t
on display. They enjoyed seeing John Martin’s apocalyptic
landscapes, which are huge in comparison to many of the
other Victorian works, and therefore make a powerful impact.

“Students had to apply their
analytical skills to a worksheet
to test their understanding of
key terms and how to use them”

Whilst in the gallery, students also completed a worksheet on
the Visual Analysis section of Paper 1, looking at paintings and
sculptures that had been in earlier Picture Questions. These
included Lord Leighton’s ‘Athlete Wrestling with a Python’ and
one of Henry Moore’s reclining figures. The former is almost life
size and offers excellent views of the figure in violent motion.
Students were pleased to see it as the detail and the texture
of the work isn’t easy to see in reproduction.

We then walked along Embankment to Victoria Gardens, which
houses Rodin’s ‘Burghers of Calais’. Sculptures are always great
to see at first hand the Rodin’s work is particularly impressive
with the powerful, life size figures in extreme emotional turmoil.
Each figure tells a different story and expressive different human
feelings in the contemplation of their imminent demise.
We managed to dodge a short but nasty hail storm on the way
to our next stop, by sheltering under the building works outside
the Houses of Parliament. We arrived at Trafalgar Square in time
for lunch, then it was a look around the gallery with an emphasis
on Paper 2 works, such as Bellini’s ‘Doge Leonardo Loredan’, as
well as further picture question practice.
Students comments on the day were very positive:
‘We had a great time’
‘I was really surprised by Frith’s ‘Derby Day’ – there was so
much detail’
‘I didn’t know there were so many picture questions taken
from both the Tate and the National Gallery’.
All in all, two very good visits which were built on in class with
further discussion.
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The LLC World
Book Day event
was as popular
as ever!
All classes started with a short quiz... “Can you name the book that this famous first sentence
comes from?” ...and everyone was encouraged to spend time reading.
Our LOVELY volunteer Library Assistants wrapped
a total of 106 donated books (MOSTLY paperback
fiction but some textbooks) in jolly wrapping paper
and added them to our ‘Lucky Dip’ Book Chest.
Each dip cost 50p and you were then invited to
dive in, rummage and pull out your ‘prize’. ALL our
books were sold so we made a total of £53! This will
be added to the £50 made by selling copies of the
Christmas edition of ‘The Pulse’ (our new student
magazine.) All proceeds will be split between the
students’ choice of Charities: UNHCR, MIND & The
Teenage Cancer Trust. Well done everyone!
It was a crazy, but very enjoyable day and huge
thanks to everyone that helped and to all who
bought books!
The Library & Learning Centre Team

Studying the
Sciences at
University
Science Week was a great opportunity for students to consider the many opportunities available to study a science course at university. Most people now recognise science courses under
the STEM subjects. STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics, and
refers to any subject or course that falls under these four disciplines.
These subject areas offer a vast variety of university courses such
as Aerospace Engineering, Architecture, Astronomy, Biochemistry,
Chemical Engineering, Computer Science, Electrical Engineering,
Mathematics, Physics, Psychology and Statistics, to name just a few,
with Healthcare professions such as Medicine, Nursing, Dentistry
and Veterinary Science also falling under this category.
STEM-related courses are some of the most popular choices for
our students at St Dominic’s and within our Top 10 most popular
university subjects sits Biomedical Sciences, Pharmacy, Psychology,
Mathematics & Statistics, Accounting & Finance and Medicine.
In relation to career paths, some STEM subjects offer a fairly
straightforward progression to particular careers. Aerospace
engineering, for example, would lead to a graduate job working
for one of the world’s major aircraft designers, such as Rolls
Royce. We are pleased to report that one of our Year 13 students
studying Maths, Further Maths and Physics has been offered a
Degree Apprenticeship at Rolls Royce in September 2020 as her
alternative to the traditional university route.
However, not every STEM-related graduate job is this obvious.
For example, a STEM degree could lead to a career working on
special effects in the creative film industry, helping to design
new sportswear, or revolutionising the energy industry. This is
in addition to roles in areas such as finance and accountancy,
construction, telecoms and the environment.
Through Career and UCAS tutorials and activities during Science
Week in lessons, we encourage all students to research and
pursue their ideas and career paths through all subjects taught
at the College.
However, in a world of more digital and computerised technology,
and jobs becoming more automated; young people are being
encouraged to choose a STEM subject or degree course that
will provide the knowledge and skills to succeed in their chosen
career or profession.
Universities, employers and governments have also introduced
policies aimed at increasing the proportion of women choosing
to study in these areas. STEM subjects, historically, have been
very male-dominated, with young women often not looking to

pursue such a technical career path and yet during International
Women’s Week we celebrated many women scientists and wellknown women in industry such as:
Dr Maggie Aderin-Pocock – Astronomer - British space scientist
and science educator. Honorary research associate in University
College London’s department of physics and astronomy.
Dr Hannah Fry – Associate Professor in the Mathematics of Cities
at the Centre for Advanced Spatial Analysis at UCL
Susan Greenfield CBE, FRCP (Hon) is a research scientist,
author and broadcaster based in Oxford. She has held research
fellowships in the Department of Physiology Oxford, the College
de France Paris, and NYU Medical Center New York
There are many helpful websites that we use with students to
assist them in researching university courses and professions
in science subjects, these are just a few examples to check out!
The UCAS website research tool - www.ucas.com
The Big Bang Fair, careers in STEM - https://www.thebigbangfair.
co.uk/careers/stem-careers/
Prospects Job Profiles in Science - https://www.prospects.ac.uk/
job-profiles/browse-sector/science-and-pharmaceuticals
Tomorrows Engineers - https://www.tomorrowsengineers.org.uk
Health Careers NHS - https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk
Science Career Pathways - http://www.sciencecareerpathways.
com/home
We are very proud of all our students and their successes in
STEM subjects over the years. During this unprecedented time,
we hope that all our students will continue to look ahead to
exciting futures and make informed decisions about their choices
and future career paths with our continued support of impartial
information, advice and guidance.
Anna Scarampi – Careers Leader
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International Women’s Week
Economics students were very lucky to have Professor Carol Propper from Imperial
College University to help celebrate International Women’s Week in style! Carol is Professor
of Economics at Imperial College Business School in the Department of Economics and
Public Policy.
Carol’s research focuses on the impact of incentives on the quality of
health care delivery and health system productivity – very insightful
given the current climate. To an eager audience full of young minds,
looking towards their careers.
Carol gave us an insight into the various career paths young Economists could take; from government policy making and behavioural
analysis to influence our decision making, to working in finance and
beyond. Her knowledge on economic research and particularly the
academic profile of female economists, was interesting – especially
that females tend to focus more on microeconomics, whereas their
male counterparts focus on the macroeconomic side.
To end, Carol graciously answered many questions from her audience.
Questions varied from her opinion on whether traditional economic
theories are becoming redundant in the face of current changes in the global economy, to whether she believes the NHS should
be privatised. Students left the talk filled with excitement and we were very grateful for the time Professor Propper gave us and
her insightful knowledge. Whilst the number of females taking Economics is still relatively low compared to other subjects,
after Carol Propper’s inspiring talk, we hope to see this trend reverse very soon! By Oluwabukunola Ogunbowale-Thomas, Y2
Economics Student

Women in Medicine
I would like to say a big thank you to Dr
Celia Bielawski and Dr Theresa FreemanWang, for coming to St Dominic’s during
International Women’s Week, and sharing
their journeys into medicine and the work
they currently do within the NHS. Their
individual stories were truly eye-opening,
as they shared the struggles and hardships
which they had to overcome to get to
where they are today.
Many misconceptions regarding medical
school and life working in the NHS were
cleared up during this memorable talk, and
I am grateful that I had the opportunity
to hear from these profound doctors.
Dr Theresa is a Consultant specialised
in Obstetrics and Gynaecology. What I
found particularly interesting about her

you went to, and if there was a ‘best’
medical school. Thankfully, the detailed
answer I received from

story was not the medical aspect, but the
hobbies and activities she enjoyed alongside Dr Bielawski and Dr Freeman, informed
her busy career.
me that the medical school you attend
is not of importance. What does matter
Dr Theresa stressed the importance of having is the effort you put into your studies at
a work-life balance, especially for a career University, because all medical students
as intense as medicine, in order to relax across the country are scored against
yourself at the end of a stressful day. When each other in their final year.
she’s not saving lives at the forefront of the
healthcare system, Dr Freeman partakes in Overall, from the talk, I have gained new
kickboxing and yoga, not to forget spending insights into the realities that a medical
time with her family.
career entails which will hopefully help
me during my career in medicine. I have
Another beneficial segment of the talk was also been motivated to prepare for my
the question and answer segment, as we career in medicine thanks to the experiwere able to clear up any doubts we had, and ences shared by the two doctors, as I now
get information from two extremely reliable know what to expect in much more detail.
sources. Personally, I had always wondered
whether it mattered which medical school By Ishaan Patel
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On Friday 6th March, St Dominic’s ended its celebration of International Women’s Day with
a talk from five inspiring women who have not only excelled in their professional careers,
but are mothers of previous and current students.

We heard the journey of Paula Aubrey, a clinical researcher shaping the process of organ donation in the NHS, Susan O’Reilly,
a headteacher of an Ofsted approved ‘Outstanding’ school, Jennifer Crook, a senior director in the House of Commons in
charge of over 900 staff, Donna Panton Atkins, an accountant now running her own practise, and Rosemary Laryea, a radio
and television producer for This Morning.
As students who are on the verge of making our career choices, it was truly inspirational to hear how the five women shaped
such successful careers in their individual fields and how important it is to choose a job you’re passionate about.
What also struck many of us, was the extent to which working mothers constantly juggle their jobs and family life, and the
women discussed how difficult it can sometimes be to continue a career with ‘mum guilt’ that is predominantly caused by our
societal expectation of mothers as primary carers.
Talks and celebratory events such as this, along with this year’s IWD theme, ask us all to actively challenge our own stereotypes
of women; whether that be stereotypes of our mothers or our female colleagues.
We thank the speakers for giving up their time and reminding us of the importance of gender equality and the significant
impact of women in our lives. By Tabatha Crook

The Science Live
The Science Live: A Level event was an enlightening experience for all the students who attended. Robert Winston, a
distinguished scientist, spoke to us regarding IVF treatment,
the science of human progress and the ethical questions
this raises.
Biologist Sir Venki Ramakrishnan based his talk on the story of
his Nobel Prize winning contribution towards the structure of

the ribosome. From this talk I learnt how genes code for proteins
and how the current structure of the ribosome was discovered.
We also received invaluable tips regarding revision methods
and how to practice exam techniques.
The talks were thought provoking and provided a great insight
into how our perception of biology has evolved through the
course of history. Anushka Khimasia
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February 2020 – whilst the UK may have officially left the European Union, 54 intrepid
Economics and Business students were preparing for their upcoming trip to Brussels, for
what could be one final goodbye!
Making the most of a customs union, we departed with ease
from St Pancras station, with minimal border checks – something
we may never get to experience again! On the other side, we
were welcomed with EU flags everwhere, highlighting how
proud this city was to be called the heart of the European Union.

We were soon united as we made our way an hour away to
Leuven, where we had our final visit of the day at the Stella
Artois factory. After a guided tour of its production facilities,
we witnessed key theories such as Economies of Scale in
practice, as well as the various production methods they use
to produce beer for the global economy. As they liked our
group so much, we were taught the science behind pouring
the perfect pint – a perfect end to a great day.

Our first visit was to the Concept Chocolate factory, where we
learnt about a small scale, luxury Belgian chocolate maker. Our
guide was fantastic and showed us how pralines were made
(tasting included of course!) as well as explaining the external Our final visit was to the Coca Cola factory in Antwerp, where
environmental factors affecting chocolate demand and supply. we were amazed by the sheer scale of production! From an
Surprisingly, we learnt
interactive session on
that cocoa is becoming
Marketing and Sales,
scarce and cocoa
“We left the Parlamentarium divided as a
where we learnt how
producers would prefer
Coca Cola were preparing
if we ate less chocolate!
group - remainers appreciated the benefits
themselves for a sustainHowever, this was never
able future – to what
going to happen and we
of a union, whereas Brexiteers could not
jobs we could potentially
spent a small fortune
move into at Coca Cola,
buying gifts for all.
understand why we would want to remain in
based on a personality
test. It was great to see
On day 2, we were ready
an undemocratic institution!”
this well known firm
for a busy day, starting
from the inside.
with a visit to the Bank
of Belgium. Here, we
Our final day was set to
had the opportunity to learn about Monetary Policy and the be our “tourist day” and we were all given the opportunity to
single currency, from those who advocate and use it. After an sight see and shop for souvenirs – including more chocolate
interactive session, we moved on to the European Parliament of course! After an exhausting four days, we were now more
for an afternoon of learning about the EU and what a Brexit versed about the role of the EU and the impact the UK leaving
means to them. We left the Parlamentarium divided as a group the Union will have on the economy. We were more divided
– remainers appreciated the benefits of a union, whereas the on how we felt about a Brexit – but we were definitely more
Brexiteers could not understand why we would want to remain united in that we had an amazing experience, laughed more
in an undemocratic institution!
than ever and created memories which would last.
By Pav Gill, Head of Economics
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British Science Week

During the British Science Week, our
students picked up some soldering
skills at an electronic workshop, and put
together their own night light. Each light
had a light sensor and a colour changing
LED, perfect for a mini disco in the dark!
The annual Hovercraft Challenge saw
four teams of students going aganist
eachother to win a prize. Each team had
the same budget and a week to design
and build their machines. The hovercraft
were then tested and judged on how well
they worked. It was an excellent opportunity to put their Physics knowledge into
practice. This year’s winner is the Sharks!
It is always great fun to see the designs
coming to life, or not in some cases.

Electronic workshop

acceleration of the particles whose use
and construction were explained in detail
by our very helpful tour guide. The most
intriguing part about the control room
was that data was being displayed live
on flat screens as it was being collected,
unfortunately none of us knew what it
meant.
The amount of knowledge to soak up
over the course of the three days of the
trip is just astounding. Geneva is truly
a beautiful city and being on this trip
will help you build friendships and give
precious moments that you will want to
cherish for the rest of your life. A month
on from the trip and I still go back to those
chilly February evenings wandering the
streets of the city looking for places to
eat and bantering all the way long with
the #ladsontour.

Thank you Bijou, Doris and Devshi.

Hovercraft Challenge
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Catenian Public Speaking
Competition 2020
The College hosted the Regional Final of the Catenian Public Speaking Competition. After
a series of heats, Jeea Chadha and Julia Syrek were selected to represent St Dominic’s at
the Regional Final.
Thirteen other students from local schools and Colleges were
represented and the standard of debate was outstanding.
The judging panel was chaired by Dame Mary Richardson, a
past chair of the English Speaking Union and also included
Sean Harriss, the Chief Executive of Harrow Council.
Choosing a winner was difficult but we were delighted when
Jeea Chadha from St Dominic’s was chosen as the winner.
Her topic was ‘If I ruled the world’, and she argued passion-

ately for an end to gender inequality and discrimination - a
very powerful talk.
Jeea will now go on to represent the Region in the National
Finals which will take place in Manchester in the summer.
The pictures show Mr Eddie Gibbons, Catenian Provincial
President presenting Jeea with her trophy.
Paul Higginson, Assistant Principal

Barry and Margaret Mizen Talk
The College was honoured to welcome Barry and Margaret Mizen, who came to give a
talk to our students about ‘The Forgiveness Project’ on Tuesday 4th February.
Barry and Margaret’s son, Jimmy, was tragically murdered in South-East London in May 2008, and the couple have gone on to
create a Foundation in Jimmy’s honour, speaking to young people about the power of forgiveness, love and hope.
Margaret talked about how important her faith was in getting her through the tragedy, and how God had given her hope,
replaced anger with peace and enabled her to face the future with confidence. Barry remarked on how ‘forgiveness is about
not wanting revenge and not being eaten up with anger and hatred’.
It was a powerful and extremely moving testimony to the power of God’s love for each of us and the importance of forgiveness.
For more information, visit www.theforgivenessproject.com.

Twelfth
Night

A Review By
Taylor Arthurton
St. Dominic's production of Twelfth Night offered a
night of laughs and entertainment in a traditional
Shakespearean style without the bombardment of
modern theatrical effects. The outstanding cast offered
engaging performances, utilising their many talents to
produce a dynamic production. The traditional Shakespearean style of performance made this production
very interesting as it therefore required the actors to be
constantly captivating and energised in order to ensure
the audience remained immersed – a task which they
wholly succeeded at throughout the evening.
The performance was pleasantly book ended by the
stellar performance of Joseph Lucas as Feste – the
fool. Lucas’ presence was a constant joy throughout
the performance, with the audience clearly engaging
further with the production whenever he stepped onto
the stage. His golden vocals were also a great surprise to
the audience who enjoyed the various musical numbers
performed, some accompanied by the also multi-talented
Salvatore Azzia on guitar. Together they brought a great
energy to the production, with Lucas even flexing his
own musical skills in yet another surprise skill - his violin
playing. This multi-talented performer was a constant
joy to watch on stage. This was shortly followed by the
introduction of Orsino – played fabulously by Kamil

Adamski. Adamski offered a very different interpretation of Orsino, maintaining the traditional ‘courtly lover’ melodrama but with a
far softer and more sensitive edge opposed to the typical rough and unsympathetic characterisation more commonly seen. This more
delicate performance created great chemistry with Viola, played by another strong performer – Urja Vaghela. Vaghela too offered an
entertaining performance. Being in such a demanding role with so much time on stage, Vaghela managed to maintain great energy
and focus throughout the performance being a constant joy to watch. Her scenes with Dona Kahawe as Olivia were particularly enjoyable with the perfect mixture of adorable and awkward energy to bring out the comedy required in this doomed relationship. Kahawe
too managed well with the role, making Olivia more than a refined noble woman with her gossiping with the chorus, bold advances
on Viola and fabulous reaction to the exposure of Viola’s disguise. Vedant Trivedi was also amusing as Sebastian, with the audience
clearly engaging and relishing his performance.
Similarly, within the sub-plot there were equally triumphant performances from all. The standout of this group was most definitely
Kai Strachan as Malvolio. He managed to take the role commonly seen as the antagonist and make him enjoyable and hilarious. The
moment in which he entered in yellow stockings was undoubtedly one of the greatest moments of the evening, with the audience
in hysterics yet Strachan not quavering from his committed performance one bit throughout. A really outstanding performance!
Similarly, Will Byrne as Sir Toby was another character who despite being written in a dislikable way became a total joy. His interactions with various characters, such as Sir Andrew – the perfectly dramatic Harsh Bhabhu, and Fabian – the lovingly devious Elizabeth
Sahadevan. Byrne knew exactly how to land the comedy of the play with the audience he was facing. In addition, Drande Patogu as
Maria balanced perfectly the roles of maid and schemer. Her performance when meshed with Byrne were the perfect combination and
made the sub-plot just as engaging and enjoyable as the main plot line. The chorus or “troupe” were also great in their commitment
to the comedy and assisting the audience throughout the comedy and drama of the play.
The way in which the script was cut and shortened by Georgina Clyde was excellent, most cuts being unnoticeable and by no means
distracting or complicating the plot. The song choices for Feste were also clever and led to some greatly enjoyable moments. The set
was also used resourcefully with its minimalist nature being easily forgotten when the cast bring everything to life with their boundless energy. The choice from director Carrie McDonough to stage the production without lights or sound effects and return to the
simpler style of 15th century theatre was perfect for this production, resulting in a perfect rendition of this classic story with relevant
updates for a 21st century audience and a stellar cast who offered commitment and understanding of how to utilise the material in
an entertaining yet respectful way. A truly astounding night!
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Performance of a Lifetime

Our amazing Drama staff and students put on two stunning performances of ‘Twelfth Night’.
Dona Kahawe and William Byrne talk about embracing their characters, and the challenge
of memorising Shakespeare!

My first audition at St Dominic’s, I had to
make it a good one! I had rehearsed Viola’s
soliloquy over 50 times, practised dropping
and picking the ring, even wore manly attire
to fit her character description. Then the
paper came around… which character would
you like to be cast as? I wrote down Olivia
or Viola. The waiting process was a nerveracking one. I had laid it all on the table.
What if I wasn’t good enough? Next thing you
know we get an email, with the casting list.
I was cast as… Olivia. ‘YES!’ I thought. I was
over the moon. Little did I know how hard
memorising Shakespeare was going to be.
Our first reading session as a group soon came
around, then vocal and acting warm-ups.
Everyone felt awkward and shy at first but
we soon broke out of our shells and became
more and more familiar with each other. Our
script was the same size as a GCSE revision
guide - we highlighted our lines and began
the rehearsal process.

creative warm-ups and exercises opened our
assemblage into a comfortable space. We are
so grateful to have worked with both Carrie
and Georgina.
I would consider Twelfth Night to be my first
biggest commitment at St Dom’s; I had to put
Netball aside to focus more on rehearsal and
learning my lines. I’m glad it was all worth it.
Rehearsals soon became the highlight of my
week, laughing, jumping around, the ‘moo-offs’
every game and scene bought us all closer
together. We grew to be a little family... An
emotionally bonded group of friends.

Embracing the character of Olivia was almost
instinctive, her dominant aspiration personality
matched my own in many ways, I was even
writing emails with her voice. Her powerful
persona allowed my personal growth, not just
in understanding and performing Shakespeare
but also in the art of never breaking character.
There will always be a part of me that reflects
her charismatic nature and hopefully, these
Georgina helped us in ‘translating’ and lines will stay with me until the English Literabreaking down tricky monologues into easy ture A-level exams in 2021.
sections we could memorise and act out with
comprehension. Carrie blocked every scene The two nights of performance finally reached,
in every act with us, guiding and directing Wednesday 12th and Thursday 13th... Excitement
our group to be a perfect ensemble. Her and nervousness rattled through our veins,

moods both high and low flushed over
our troupe. Time slowed as we practised
meditation in solitude darkness before our
time on stage, our thoughts had calmed
and now, we were ready. Scenes ran
smoothly and everyone worked at their
best to deliver an amazing performance.
The second night was even better than
the first. Some scenes we even delivered
with spontaneous acting, directions we
thought felt right for the character at the
time. The laughter grew louder throughout
the nights and the comedic play was thankfully presented with comedy at its heart.
Cheering from an engaging, supportive
audience saw the end to our months-long
rehearsals and wondrous performances.
It is truly impossible to forget those bright
yellow stockings and cross garters. It is
also impossible to forget the friendships
we’ve forged and the wonderful process
we have been blessed to experience. Till
the next time...
By Dona Kahawe - Y1 Student
Continued on the next page....

Twelfth
Night

“.... the whole acting experience was a good way to feed one’s
tendency to need attention from others, which I assume is
the reason why most actors do what they do...”
down at the centre of the room where the
audition was to be performed.

I then said a speech by the character of Viola.
It, like most acting moments, functioned
much like a shootout in a Sergio Leone
western with the long build-up, the stares,
the anticipation, the endless waiting followed
by a loud bang as you shout your lines as
fast and as loud and as clear as possible
I remember walking up the hill from McDon- and then abruptly leave hoping you haven’t
alds at Shaftesbury Circle towards the school embarrassed yourself completely.
to audition for the play, Twelfth Night, that
I had heard was going on from the person But of course, nothing in drama is personal,
who later played the part of Count Orsino.
and if you are working with the right people
the only way to truly embarrass yourself is
The two of us walked into the north entrance to give an underwhelming performance.
of the Catherine Building where we saw a The next stage was the read-outs in which
long line of people beginning at the door and we all read the play from start to finish to
extending out along the daylight shun corridor, get a good outline of what the play was
of whom we would know significantly more about, the nature of the characters and the
towards the end of the production.
play’s overall tone. This wave was followed
by a series of activities which were effective
I remember making a joke about how dark awakening warm-ups for the rehearsals that
the drama room looked (as there was a black immediately followed.
A3 piece of paper Sellotaped at the other side
of the window) and went in. Nevertheless, The rehearsals, whilst at times quite difficult,
my comment was somewhat accurate, the eventually became quite enjoyable, the
room, as I recall, was devoid of all lights with whole acting experience was a good way
exception to the blinding spotlight shooting to feed one's tendency to need attention

from others which I assume was the reason
why most actors do what they do. The actual
craft was also very interesting, for this play in
particular it was less about being naturalistic
like in most films and instead being extremely
expressionistic, wearing all your emotion on
your sleeves as you say your lines ringing
out as much variation as you can.
On the night although for most of the actors
nerves were running high we all found that
as soon as we were actually up on stage
everything we had been doing for the last
few months kicked in resulting in great
performances all round and a production
that, for the most part, we were proud of.
By William Byrne - Y1 Student
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Dominican Associates
Schools Group
On Wednesday 15th January, Vice Principal, Nicola Walsh, hosted a meeting of the Dominican
Associates Schools Group.
The Group is made up of:
St Michael’s High School, Garston
St Cuthbert Mayne Junior School, Hemel
St Rose’s Infant School, Hemel
The Annunciation Junior School, Burnt Oak
The Annunciation Infant School, Burnt Oak
St Catherine of Siena, Garston
St Dominic’s Primary School, Harpenden
St James High School, Colindale

Nicola gave the group a tour of the College, where everyone
visited the Memorial Garden dedicated to the Sisters and the
Chapel, which was opened in 1929.
To capture another historic moment in Dominican history, everyone
had their photographs taken in the Chapel.
To link in with the Diocesan initiative - the Year of ‘The God who
Speaks’ each of the schools shared with colleagues what they
were doing in their schools to celebrate the year. Reference was
made to the Dominicans as ‘Preachers of the Word’ and the good
source material available through Dominican Writers, the Arts
and poetry so as not to limit the approach, to just scriptural texts.
As part of the above discussions the schools also shared how their
Dominican ethos was manifested and lived out in each school.
‘Arm yourself with prayer rather than a sword; wear humility
rather than fine clothes.’
These words still speak to us today.
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Memories of St. Dominic’s School
Harrow on the Hill 1961-1968
A few months ago we received a telephone all from Mr Olly Roggers, asking if he could possibly order a St
Dominic’s hoodie for his wife’s 70th birthday as Jo had been a student here back in the 60s and had fond
memories of her time here. When Olly came in to pick up the hoodie, he showed us some lovely photographs
of Jo, one of which we found out was already on our display in Reception! A week or so later, Jo emailed and
asked if she and any of her friends would be able to write a few short paragraphs on her time here as part
of our 40 Year Celebrations.

Jo’s Story
Although our family was not Catholic my
mother had it in her head to send me and
my sister to a convent School. I started out
aged 7 at Rosary Priory in Bushey Heath,
whilst living in Stanmore. However when I
passed the 11+ (much to everyone’s amazement including my own) I needed to move
to a Middlesex school to get the free place.
My Mum found St Dominic’s and the rest
is history!
As we grew into teenagers there were constant
battles about the uniform. Looking back
it wasn’t that bad apart from the hats. We
had a grey felt hat in winter and boaters in
summer and they were meant to be worn at
all times. I am afraid we would remove them
immediately we left the school grounds and
inevitably were caught by some teachers
and told off. Bearing in mind we are talking
about 1965-ish to 1968 you can imagine there
were a lot of issues regarding the length of
our skirts. I think they were meant to be
knee length but as we would rather have
been seen dead than wearing a knee length
skirt outside the school they were hoisted
skywards as soon as we had taken our hats
off - it was a real struggle!
There are six of us friends in close contact
still. When we get together we do revert to
the original teenagers that we were when
we left in 1968.

I ended up doing the classic French, English
and History A levels and only one of the
class of about 20 girls went to University,
but all the girls I am in touch with went on
to have professional careers in accountancy,
law, etc., so it can’t have been that bad.
The grounds at St Dominic’s were lovely
with plenty of room for sports. Of course
sports didn’t really figure highly on our
agenda after 14 or so. Harrow on the Hill
was and is full of character. I now know I
was lucky and can look back at my time at
St Dominic’s with affection. The best thing
to come out of it are the life long friendships whose value you don’t appreciate
until you are older.

Congratulations to St Dominic’s Sixth
Form College for their 40 year anniversary. We will keep in touch.
Jo Rogger - December 2019
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Sonia’s Story
St Dominic’s on Harrow Hill in the 1960’s
was a Roman Catholic convent school for
girls. Protestant girls also attended. About
half of the teaching staff were nuns, and
most of the teachers were very strict for the
majority of the time. The school was set
within the same grounds as the convent,
and there was always a feeling of peace
and tranquility there.
I am quite certain that our school in the
1960’s would have borne very little resemblance to the current Sixth Form College.
For one thing, our school was girls only
and for another there was no provision for
teaching sciences at A level, so any of the
girls wishing to study these were forced to
attend the Boys’ Salvatorian College school
in Wealdstone. This required bravery and
stoicism and I am afraid we tried but failed in
the attempt. We returned to the fold for our
traditional Latin, English and Greek A Levels.
Incidentally, we also learned ancient Greek
and took it at O level, giving up geography
in the process. There was never any consultation with our parents on this matter. We
were simply told it would happen.
Our sporting achievements I am afraid were
not great. Our netball team was sent off
on Saturdays to play against various other
convent schools, always returning defeated.
I cannot recall winning a single match. We
played a little hockey and tennis, but I do not
believe that we ever played competitively.
In fact, our competitive spirit was probably
non-existent in any case.

There were a few extra-curricular school
visits. One was to the British Museum
to view Roman artefacts as part of our
Latin course and one was to a Vocations
Exhibition at Olympia (I think this was to
persuade us to become nuns). But the
most important and exciting one was a
trip to Paris. This was the first time many
of us had been abroad. We stayed in the
Hotel des Arts and our outings included
visiting the Louvre, Montmartre, Sacre
Coeur, Notre Dame and viewing the French
Impressionist paintings.
Our social lives after a school day centred
around Harrow shops. I remember visiting
the Wimpy Bar and also shopping in Sopers
Department Store (now Debenhams).
During the holidays we would sometimes
take the tube to High Street Kensington
and visit Biba, Bus Stop and Chelsea Girl
all of which had wonderful and exciting
new style clothes, especially Biba with its
lovely dark, muddy colours of aubergine,
purple, smokey green and navy. I believe
the idea was always to try and look like

Twiggy, and chest flatteners were sold for
this purpose. We would wear loads of eye
make up – kohl, mascara, false eye lashes,
eye liner, eye shadow and anything else
that was going!
We did our spell of activism when we
were recruited to become involved in the
campaign to introduce a bus over Harrow
Hill. This was quite exciting because we
went knocking on doors with a petition,
and there were a few celebs living on
the Hill (although the word ‘celeb’ was
unknown in those days). Once again, this
was something we were expected to do in
our own time and nobody ever thought
to voice any objections.
What I treasure most from our school
years is the gift of our friendships, which
I am hoping will last us forever. We are
now almost in our 70th year, so they have
lasted us a good while already.
Sonia Starbuck – December 2019
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Chaplaincy
Easter Liturgies - Preparing for Holy Week 2020
Easter Sunday is a day of immense celebration in the life of
the church, rejoicing in Christ’s victory over death and our
share in His resurrection. However, the church also leads us
to reflect in a solemn way leading up to this joyous day by
means of Lent.
In this season we receive ashes at the Ash Wednesday service,
reminding us of the ways we have fallen short of doing
good and our human nature that can often fail at doing the
right thing. This is, however, not a time to feel bad about
ourselves; rather, it is a time to recognise that, in our faults,
there is great mercy and forgiveness for us. We can work to
improve ourselves, each other, the society and world in which
we live by either giving up something, such as chocolate or
social media, and taking up something instead, such as extra
prayer or walking or cycling to work. In this way, we help to
re-order our attitude to ourselves, to each other and to the
world around us.
Students in the RE classes have designed a 40 Acts Calendar,
with small acts of kindness or sacrifice to do in order to make
ourselves, our homes, our College and our communities a
more serving, loving, mission-orientated family and to let
thought become word, become action.

We learn together through prayer, stillness, action, surrender,
receptivity and listening, thereby learning how to live out not
just the 40 days of Lent, but every day of our lives to make better
ourselves and the world.

Prayer For Lent
You call us to leave all things, you who had nothing. 
You call us to be servants,you who came to serve. 
You call us to share the load,you who carried our sin. 
You call us to speak your word,you who lived it daily. 
You call us to be followers,and in your strength, we will. 
By your strength, we serve  
By your strength, we GO! 

Chaplaincy Activities - Snacks and Chats/Fairtrade Fortnight/Mass on a Friday
This year our RE student-led Masses have been in full swing. Students have done well with their tasks of helping prepare for
them with bidding prayers, readings, hospitality and offertory. Fr Lawrence Lew OP presided over the first mass of the new
year, which included the theme of ‘journey’ as well as a sermon on the architecture of the Chapel artwork.
For the end of year liturgies of 2019, we reflected on the theme of ‘peace’ utilising the symbology of the Advent wreath whilst
for staff we had an end of year Mass with local Parish Priest, Fr Jeremy Fairhead, in which the theme was ‘Go In Peace’. It was a
very joyous end to the year. We also hosted a liturgy for students in Siena Hall, in which we sang Christmas Carols and reflected
on the Advent Wreath.
Just before the end of the year, we started up a weekly Chaplaincy social event called ‘Snacks & Chats’. Every Friday, straight
after Mass, students and staff are invited up to the Chaplaincy office to partake in refreshments and socialising. After consulting
a few of the regular students to find out if they would like more structure included in these gatherings, such as a topic of
discussion, we now offer a series of short videos with a discussion topic attached as part of the time spent in Snacks & Chats.
The new year also saw the launch of Fairtrade Fortnight which has been a chance to raise awareness of the issues surrounding
farmers who do not gain a fair wage for their products. Fairtrade aims to be rid of this injustice by inviting companies to
share their values and trade requirements. There is much we can do to help in this regard; in many ways it is simply about
the choices we make when we buy. Students in the Fairtrade Enrichment classes designed some imaginary Fairtrade coffee
houses, advertising how they would set up their own business if they had one, as well as designing Fairtrade Cotton T-Shirts
advertising their support of Fairtrade Cotton. A display was set up in the canteen to remind us all as we go to eat how we can
help the Fairtrade cause.
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For the love of
a good cause!
One of the most iconic College trips has to be
Lourdes, an excursion that sees the very best of
St Dominic’s, as students give their time so freely
to help the elderly and disabled get to and from
Masses and other religious events.
In order to run this, the Lourdes team led some fundraising events and perhaps the most successful of these was the sale of roses
on Valentines Day - ahh how romantic, young love, my heart melts!
The students worked with Dominic, Clara and the rest of the Student Executive team. The result was magnificent with the sale
of over 200 roses making a large profit for our team! The roses were beautifully put together with little personalised notes from
the sender. A truly wonderful, heartfelt gift to celebrate the time of love. Platonic love and appreciation was also felt, with many
students receiving roses from their friends and even teachers receiving roses as a token of appreciation for all their hard work.
(Andrew got three!)
The love in the air was only further fuelled by the endearing, anonymous messages organised by Pauline and sent on Valentines
Day. There were 636 romantic messages sent; it was like something out of a romance novel!
Overall, this Valentines Day was a very special one, with love well and truly
establishing itself in the air, whilst College camaraderie was at its finest!
Sincere thanks go to Dominic, Pauline, Clara and the rest of the Student
Executive team for setting all of this up and making Valentines Day as
special as it was! By Jeea Chadha
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Reflections
Sr Mary Magdalene O.P. talks about her two terms working
with the staff and students of St Dominic’s.
My time at St. Dominic’s began last September, when I had
been in the UK about one year (I arrived from the USA on 12th
September, 2018, in order to join the Religious Sisters of the
English Dominican Congregation of St. Catherine of Siena,
whose motherhouse is in Stone, though I have been living at
our novitiate house in Cambridge.)
Although I had been in the UK about a year, upon coming to St.
Dominic’s I was as yet still unfamiliar with the UK educational
system, so the idea of a sixth-form college was very new to me. I
began learning about things like “A-levels”, “BTEC”, “GCSE”, “Mocks”,
etc., all of which was unfamiliar. I also met numerous people,
including RE teachers, and our Chaplain, Dominic Cunliffe, who
were all very kind and patient in explaining these and various
other things to me, answering my many questions.
During the past two terms at St. Dominic’s, I have taught two
classes of RE on Friday mornings, and helped Dominic with
Mass at noon and with Snacks & Chats afterwards. It has been
a real growing experience for me and an occasion to come into
contact with people from very diverse cultural and religious
backgrounds. Since our Sisters had lived and taught here before
the conversion of St. Dominic’s into a sixth-form college, it was
wonderful to have the opportunity of teaching and working
in the Chaplaincy here. Thank you, St. Dominic’s, and a special
thank you to Andrew Parkin for giving us this opportunity!

Now the Coronavirus has hit without my having been able to
properly say farewell, since I was not scheduled to come in
during the week of Mocks. So I want to thank all of you now
for your kindness and to assure you of my prayers.
As you may have seen from my biography located at the back
of the Chapel, I have a favourite prayer from St. Thomas Aquinas
that I would like to encourage everyone at St. Dominic’s to pray.
It goes like this:
“Whatever is pleasing to you, O merciful God, may I
ardently desire, wisely pursue, truly recognize, and
bring to perfect completion, to the praise and glory of
your name. Order my life, O my God. Grant me to know
what you would have me do, and to carry it out as I
should and as is profitable for my soul.
Grant that I may never falter, whether in prosperity or
adversity, so that I may not be puffed up in the one
nor downcast in the other. Let me rejoice over nothing
except what leads to you, nor grieve except over what
leads away from you. Let me never desire to please,
nor fear to displease, anyone but you, O Lord my God,
who live and reign forever and ever.
Amen.”

Alumni Careers Event
On February 25th, two Alumni students which studied A Level Biology at
St Dominic’s, came back to discuss their degrees and careers with our Y1
Biology students.
Vinay Badhwar is a medical doctor and gave the students great insight into
this career path. Ahmad Hnieno graduated from Oxford University having
studied Biochemistry. He introduced the students to the pros and cons of
laboratory work and the realities of a science degree.
Both Alumni shared their revision tips for A level Biology, talked about the
transferable skills they achieved from studying science and their plans for the
future. Vinay and Ahmad were kind enough to stay behind to answer further
questions and share their email addresses to help our students. It was a very
interesting and enjoyable careers event.
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The Lent Detectives!
We had the joy of welcoming the pupil chaplains from St Robert Southwell RC Primary
School for a retreat day full of reflection and fun.
St Dominic’s Sixth Form College had the
joy of welcoming the pupil chaplains
from St Robert Southwell RC Primary
School for a retreat day full of reflection and fun. Students had some time
to reflect with the College Chaplain on
the ways in which they can serve their
school by means of little acts of service,
coming up with a list of 40 acts to cover
40 Days which they could take back to
school with them and put into action.
They were then led in an activity of
rock painting on which they wrote
words of encouragement to leave in
random places across the globe for
people to find.
The day concluded with a final service in which they became ‘Lent Detectives’ for
their school, ensuring and overseeing that everyone will continue to uphold good
actions and service to each other, especially over the Lenten season. They received
certificates for their achievements and effort.
Our visitors left with a renewed sense of purpose and mission, ready to go out
into the world and be disciples of change, building up, strengthening, and forging
links with the wider Catholic community. St Dominic’s were honored to be a part
of these building blocks and very much hope to continue to work with St Robert
Southwell Primary school again in the near future.

Congratulations to Y1 student and campaigner,
Nataliya Klymko for getting her voice heard by the
Ealing Times recently!
Nataliya Klymko met Ealing North MP James Murray as a Youth
Ambassador for ONE, an anti-poverty organisation.
They discussed how Britain can help make sure every child in
the world is protected against infectious disease.
The MP said “It was a great pleasure to meet with youth campaigners and discuss these hugely important issues. Their
passion and drive will not only make the world a better place,
it does Ealing North proud.”
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As part of British Science Week, the Department of Chemistry organised a soap making
competition, with the objective of celebrating the relevance of science, and also to showcase
its interconnection with other disciplines when it comes to the applications of science.
The competition was open to all first-year
students, particularly encouraging the
non-scientists to take part. Students had
to not only make soap of good quality that
would endure rigorous quality tests devised
by the department, but also showcase their
brand name, logo, business idea, unique
selling points and how to further improve
their soap.
The task aimed to improve their technical and
research along with creativity and business
awareness. About 68 students applied and
the first 24 were shortlisted. The candidates
then were asked to make the soap and
present their poster in their allocated two
hours. Chemistry staff and some selected
second year students supervised the health
and safety of the production.
As students set to work, it was obvious how
much they had taken this task seriously. They

experimented with various proportions and
types of scents, colours and textures and
use of other optional ingredients, while not
disturbing the basic recipe.
By the end of two hours all were asked to
display their soaps and posters promptly
and to leave it for the judges. As all the five
Chemistry teachers judged and discussed
the competition, we realised how closely
fought the competition was. Eventually we
had to have joint winners for the top prize.
The Department of Chemistry thus chose
the winning teams as follows:
Sahana Santhiappillai and Keira Domingo
Sanjieya Navaseelan and Taqwa Hussain
A very well done to all the participants and
hope to see the return of such events next
year too!
Faheema Rahman, Chemistry Teacher

Celebrating Biology
The Biology Department celebrated British Science Week by commissioning our Y1 students
to gather in small groups to research a branch or a development in science that interested
them.
The students were asked to present to a secret panel of judges on Thursday 12th March at 1:10 in A105, which to their surprise
turned out to be a rather large panel of 21 second year students. Four groups turned up for the challenge: Xenobots by Dione
Njoku and Elisia Swab; Organ Printing by Shriya Joshi, Divyani Bhudia, Vanessa Patel and Anjali Patel; HIV by Ishneha
Silwal and Harmeet Kaur; Paleontology and Dinosaurs by Keshav Luchmun.
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The startled-looking candidates, unsure of themselves in the
face of their seniors, couldn’t decide which group should
go first, but one by one they presented their findings with
enthusiasm, energy, and passion.
The judges, sitting in their learning teams, were impressed
and asked many searching questions which were met with
equally thought-provoking and intelligent answers. The six
learning teams were asked to score each team out of 10, based
on content and presentation, and the total score added up.
Three of the four teams scored within 4 points of each other,
ranging from 42-46 out of 60, but there was a clear runaway
winner, which in all honesty, we knew was the winner after
seconds into the presentation. Keshav Luchmun scored a
perfect 60/60.

Keshav delivered an inspiring, humorous and passionate piece
on Paleontology and Dinosaurs. He had no notes or prompts
and relied only on images in his PowerPoint presentation. His
knowledge of dinosaurs would class him an expert by any
standard. His delivery was smooth, slow and deliberate. Keshav
knew how to engage an audience, and his delivery was often
met with bouts of laughter.
The prolonged applause at the end of the contest and beaming
smiles from our Y2 judges clearly showed that they were impressed
with the passion and standard of science displayed by all the
contestants. I believe everyone in that room felt the occasion
was a remarkable way of celebrating Science at St Dominic’s
Biology Department.
Bobby Chan, Teacher of Biology

Y1 Physics Electronic Workshop
British Science Week was celebrated in the Physics Department in March, giving students
the opportunity to take part in an electronics workshop. Only 18 places were available,
and this event proved so popular that these places were filled within 19 minutes!
majority of lights were working by the
end of the session.
Regardless, we were allowed to keep
our circuits! Overall, the session was
very informative and all who had been
present agree that it was a fantastic
experience.
Aman Shah and Dhanish Patel

During the workshop, students were able
to construct, test and keep their own colour
changing night-light. They identified,
assembled and soldered various electronic
components such as LEDs, resistors and
transitors onto printed circuit board to
create a light-activated night light.
The main skill we learnt was soldering; we
joined components by melting the solder
next to the component ends.
Each of us was given a circuit board along
with the required components and worked
in pairs to follow instructions detailing
where to solder them. This links to the

A-level Physics electricity topic, regarding
the way in which potential dividers work
when an LDR changes its resistance
depending on the light intensity.
We also discovered some real life applications of our work, such as the inner
workings of street and garden lamps.
Just like all other AS level physics topics,
the work we produced can be applied to
cars since their headlamps use similar
circuits to function.
At the end of the session, some lights
were working, however some were
not! In these circumstances, we worked
collaboratively to find out where the
problem in the circuit lay, and the vast
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Higher Education and
Careers Day 2020
Our highly anticipated annual HE & Careers Day took place on Monday 27th January. Year
on year this annual event has grown and last week we welcomed more than 120 external
visitors for a fully interactive careers morning, giving our year 1 students the opportunity
to engage with representatives from over 50 universities on a one-to-one basis in the
Careers Fair, learning about the various degree courses they offer and university life in
general. This event, early in their level 3 programmes, is usually the first exposure our
students will have had to higher education.
Although more than 90% of our students go
on to university, we understand that it isn’t for
everyone, and the Careers Fair also showcased a
broad range of national and local employers and
some of the UK’s largest training and apprenticeship providers including British Airways, TFL, The
Armed Forces and Metropolitan Police, construction and real estate companies.
In tandem with the universities and employers in
the Careers Fair, we were delighted to host many
external speakers, representing 32 different careers,
whose brief was to provide the students with a
taste of where their hard work and dedication
to their education can lead and the pathways to
achieving their individual career goals.
Shortly after the event, the students were asked
to feed back their opinions on HE & Careers Day,
and offer their views on improvements we could
make in the future. Their feedback is crucial in
keeping this a current and meaningful careers
event and maintaining the standards we hold,
which led to the College renewing its recent
Quality in Careers award and kitemark.
I am delighted to report that we have had some
excellent feedback from our visitors, all of whom
found our students to be engaging and enthusiastic. Here are some of their comments....

“Thank you for having me, it was great to speak with the students,
some of who were very engaged with the content. I got some really
insightful questions, it was very refreshing. The emphasis that the
College also puts on all routes to success was very impressive.”
Georgia Russell, Buzzacott LLP
“I enjoyed my session and I had some good questions from the
students and they seemed interested in the message I was trying
to convey.” Professor Philip Morgan, University of Manchester
“Many thanks for inviting me, I had a very enjoyable time talking
to your students.” Dr Monika Metykova, University of Sussex
“It was fun with good engagement.” Mike O’Toole, Career Drive
“It was my pleasure to attend the HE & Careers Day on Monday;
it was heartening to speak with such enthusiastic students.” Ella
Khan, St John’s College, Oxford
“We really enjoyed the day and were impressed at how well organised everything was as well as the range of speakers.” Rumana,
Routes Into Languages – SOAS
It was a pleasure to come to St Dominic’s, the Chapel is beautiful
and the students asked very intelligent questions.” Dr Michael
Rasiah, Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust
“I’m delighted that the students’ response has been so positive. I
think this event works really well!” Dr Mark King, Christ’s College,
Cambridge
By Karen Padley - Student Services and HE Day Co-ordinator
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A sample of poetry written by Year 1 students as part of Writers Club
enrichment activity, where students looked at a range of poetic strategies
with style models to help them develop their own material.
This included writing poetry based on artworks, adopting dramatic voices,
and exploring emotion through indirect experience. They were invited to
submit the work they were most proud of.

Moonlight, by Phoenix Taylor
Under a new moon
I was born at 12:06 AM
The stars were comforting
As their light alone
Shone through the disposable curtains
As the moon entered a new phase
I entered with sprawled limbs into the world
With the waxing crescent
My left hand held my mother’s right
And my right hand held a new blue book bag
With new books of ranging grey shades
Along with a small rainbow of new pencils and pens
And we walked to the open metal gates
First quarter. The Bully enters.
A nimbostratus shrouding the moon
Relentless in its darkness as it chased me,
Tripped me, stole the air from my lungs
But I was stubborn as I rose
And continued to run
The moon moved on
Into a waxing gibbous
And I had no choice but to move on with it
The dark clouds had subsided but still
I ran as though I couldn’t stop

Still the full moon came
And a companion with it
One of my own blood
But her stars are fire and her name a lioness
Equalising my water sign and fire bird namesake
Waning gibbous pushed me forward
Onto new, rough terrain
I walked alone through the closing metal gates
Into the intimidating beyond
Third quarter left me lost
The moon was veiled again
With only dim light glowing through
I felt I was walking backwards
But I couldn’t see a thing
Until the waning crescent,
The sliver of moonlight,
Slipped through as I forced through the haze
The rays caught my eyes
Lighting them up like nebulas just discovered
And now, once again,
I’m under a new moon
Taking a step into the night
Cloaked in darkness
But I simply continue
Into a new phase
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The Absinthe Drinkers, by Mia Prince Kelly
(inspired by the painting of the same title by Jean Beaud)
My glass awaits: hesitant, I look away.
But don’t be fooled, it’s not the drink that I can’t stomach.
If I were placed next to anyone else, I would have in my hands an empty bottle,
Dancing into oblivion.
And yet as my neighbour continues to pour,
My glass remains full.
I don’t have time for this. I’d like to care less
About her cold smile, her pretentious gaze –
But frankly it’s ruining my night,
Having this entitled princess steal my usual seat
And sharing my bottle, like I ever would have given her permission.
She can pay for it with her own money.

Mrs Rumpelstiltskin, by Lyndsey Almeda
(inspired by Carol Ann Duffy’s collection The World’s Wife)
Tonight, tonight, was his plan to make.
Tomorrow, tomorrow, was the baby he was supposed
to take.
The fool had to prance around the fire and sing,
And now he’s lost the baby he was supposed to bring.

O’ how he’ll pay for this,
Not in spun gold or diamonds I shriek!
Only a child I seek to keep.
He’ll regret the spun straw he had to repeat,
And his returning temper, what a freak!

He said he’ll never lose the game,
For Rumpelstiltskin is his name!
The child he lost was mine, you know.
But now he is my greatest foe.

Tonight, tonight, is the plan I make.
Tomorrow, tomorrow, I seal his fate.
For he knows I don’t play the game.
For Mrs Rumpelstiltskin is my name!

A Beautiful Something, by Tiago Dias
In your presence, a monster in my heart felt tame.
With a gentle voice I had found, he was lost in silence
His roar a white noise
His might rendered meek
The emanating aura, so incomplete
What concealed his horrid feeling, I could not know.
Just a beautiful something hiding below
I discovered it with you, in a conversation.
In a friend.
But where did you go?
A monster rose up my throat and swallowed my voice
Now I feel, I have no choice
Let silence be my friend
Let strength be a stranger
A quiver seems to grow in my nature

A beautiful something, I cannot find
Did they take it with them?
I did not know it was not mine
Did they steal it with a wrench?
Perhaps I’ll go and sit at a bench.
In solitude’s grasp I feel a shiver take hold
The cold bites me.
The rain descends.
Others ignore
I often feel sore
But someone is still sat beside me
My monster may linger
My heart may tremble
But a beautiful something, I think I remember.
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